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This is an appeal for clemency, mercy, understanding, or whatever
is missing in the situation of Jim Hoder.(Rev. James Hoder). Maybe
it's 'understanding.' :

I have lived for over a year with Jim, _
I have conversed with him, many hours; been in his company many days:
there are no secrets here. Jim is exceptionally intelligent. He is a

priest who loves God, loves his priesthood and loves the Church.

Who am I and why do I write this appeal? I am a priest forty years,.
— and I write because I feel that an injustice is

being done to Jim Hoder... an injustice in this sense: when comparing
cases (and I know several) where priests who have made more mistakes
both in number and gravity, are returning to ministry.

Jim Hoder is not a pedophile. He is not a sex addict or for that matter
any kind of addict. There are no lawsuits, no publicity. There is nothing
about his case which should exéldde him from all ministry in the Church.
'He is neither a danger nor a threat to anyone. v |
Certainly, there must be some job for such a highly talented priest

as Jim.

Why do I write this appeal? My conscience tell me to come to his defense.
St. Paul tells Timothy: "No one came to my defense." He says, "They

all abandoned me.'I pray that it will not be held against them."

I feel a lot of pain.about Jim Hodef because I understand him. I know
that he is in deep pain...and probably feels abandoned.... abandoned

by the Church he loves. |

I pray that you will give this a prayer. I pray that somebody up there
in Chicago will give this case a review...or something... a few prayers;

a little 'understanding'... mercy..whatever!

Thank you for listening...

A brother priest; a wounded one,..

Sincerely
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933
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Dreay Father Hodey:
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ARCHDIOCLSE OF CH!ICAGO
. POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Chancellor
312/ 751-8211 May 7, 1984

Reverend James A. Hoder
Assumption Church
2434 S. California
Chicago, Illinois 60608

Dear Father Hoder:

Due to the transfer of Father John Spitkp%sky, the
office of Pastor of Assumption Church has hecome. vacant,

In accord with Canons 539 and 540, and by special
mandate of Cardinal Bernardin, I am pleased to appoint you
as Parochial Administrator of this parish. This appointment
is effective immediately and will terminate with the app01nt~
ment of a new Pastor.

I wish to thank you for accepting this added respon-
sibility. I am confident that you will fulfill this office
with competence, compassion, and in accord with the attached
guidelines.

I am sure that the people of Assumption parish will
be well served during this interim period, and that they in
turn will support you in your ministry to them. Be assured
of my own availability if you need any assistance,

With prayers and good wishes, I remain -~

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Reverend Kenneth Velo
Vice Chancellor

cc: Most Reverend Placido Rodriguez
Reverend James J. Martin -
Reverend John Spitkovsky
Clergy Personnel Board

AOC 014710



ARCHDIOCESE OI—' CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Archbishop M 17 19 85
ay ?

Dear Father Hoder:

It gives me great pleasure to appoint vou as Associate
Pastor to the Reverend Millard P. 0O'Keefe, Pastor of Saint
David parish, Chicago, Illinois. This appointment is made
following the recommendation of the Clerqy Personnel Board.

This appointment is effective June 1, 1985, but I would
ask vou'to make arrangements with Father O'Keefe about the
exact date you will assume your new duties.

At this time I would like to thank you for the good
work you have done at Assumption parish. Your priestly
ministry there has been productive of much good and also, I am
sure, deeplv appreciated by the people'

Know that as you begln your new assignment you have mv
support and prayers. I in turn ask for your prayers and
suppOrt in the work that I am doing.

With cordial good wishes, I remain

Fraternally yours in Christ,
Archbishop of Chicago’

Reverend James A. Hoder
Assumption Church ,
2434 South California
Chicago, Illinois 60608

cc: Reverend Millard P. O'Keefe

Reverend Lawrence J. Craig
Clergy Personnel Board v~

AOC 014711
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces handwritten notes by Tom Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese of
Chicago, dated July 15, 1985, regarding a phone conversation with Victim MM. According to
the notes, Victim MM stated that he was abused by Fr. James Hoder and another unidentified
priest while in the seminary. Victim MM stated the alleged abuse consisted of intercourse and
ended after Victim MM graduated.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

October 22, 1985

Vicar for Priests TO: Rev. James Hoder =
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311 ‘ /
Chicago; Illinois 60611 FROM: Rev. Thomas Ventura
Off: (312) 642-1837

Res: (312) 528-0540 RE: Summary of our 10/21/85 meeting

Jim, I mentioned I would send you this summary of some of the key

points of our meeting. As I said to you, I admire your generosity in
wanting to help young people from your former parish, Assumption, who
have been in serious trouble. I know you are especially sensitive to
the fact that other adults, both familial and vprofessional, seem to

have "given up" on these young people. However, it seems that your
well-intentioned efforts are frustrating the effectiveness of your over-
all ministry .at the present time. Therefore:

1. Do not welcome these young people into the rectory.
2. Do not drive over to their area to provide transportation for them.

3. 1If there must be some kind of communication with them, limit it
to telephone conversations.

I appreciate your cooperative attitude in our meeting yesterday, and
I look forward to our next meeting on November 25, 1985, at 10:00 AM.

AOC 014714



Gt ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Vicar for Priests
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311 .
Chicago; Illinois 60611 December 18, 1985
Off: (312) 642-1837
Res: (312) 528-0,540

-0
Millard O'Keefe and Jim Hoder (fu

(Meeting with Tom Ventura)

I. Expectations: (Millard)

2. Significant presence: People perceive Jim as a resident rather than an

associate because they don't see him around. Jim's teaching takes about 6 hours per
week. He also takes care of an aged, ailing father. Also because Jim is not present,
Millard is not able to communicate with him about immediate concerns.

3. Personal concern: Millard worked with a priest who was considered "lazy."
He was bounced from one parish to another. It was almost as if he was running away
‘from parish responsibilities. Millard worries about a similar pattern developing
in Jim's life. He seems to have a difficult time balancing his priorities between
outside interests and parish duties. If something has to give, it is parish acti-
.vities that go down the tube.
eg. — working with altar boys has been irregular
- communion calls for the sick: . there have been complalnts that Jim doesn't
come very often.
- Sister Lyonette: If a person works hard and effectively I tend to be passive
and give them plenty of room. She does have a tendency to be domineering.
I can call her on that and she can take it. You can call her on it also.
- CCD: The perception is that you're not interested.
- Multi-parish area ministry. It is a challenge, but it is the fact of life for
our area. If it is too difficult for Jim, he should move because it is a
stressful situation. There is Hispanic ministry in suburban areas which are
not consolidated in area ministry situations.

II. Expectations: (Jim Hodef)

1. Sister Lyonette: We are working better now. I understand that her frus-
trations are not just all me. I used to take it personally.

2. CCD It is on Sunday and I like to be around to greet the people. I also
felt like I - was interrupting their lesson plan when I went into the classrooms one
time.

3. Servers: With a consolidated school it is hard to identify who your kids
are. What makes them identify with St. David's parish?

AOC 014715



4, Priorities: On Sundays people ask me to do things. I don't like to say
No; eg. the Cubans and their confraternity. It is hard to sort out conflicting
demands. I try to be a man of prayer. I try to walk around the neighborhood and
not just stay in the Rectory. It has been a slow entry, but more and more I feel
at home. :

5. I am the kind of person'wh0<likes to be told what to do. One Sunday I
remarked that I was tired and one of the Sisters reacted as if I had said something
terrible.

III. Discussion

M. - Concerning reputation. When I hear priests making comments about one another,
I consider the source. Do I respect the man making the observation or not?
My real concern is that the criticisms of Jim about being lazy or a problem
come from priests I respect.

Ventura - Concerns about Millard's health, about Jim's growth as an effective priest,
and about Jim's dealings with some pretty crafty street kids who may take advan-
‘tage of his efforts to help them. I asked Jim to avoid involvement with those
youngsters, and Millard to serve as Jim's on site supervisor in this regard, and
for either of them to call upon Ventura for assistance when necessary.

M. - A comment on Sister Mary's reaction about Jim saying he was tired on Sunday.
She reacted to Jim's overall image rather than one specific incident. '

Ventura - Talked about "significant presence" meaning to try to be at events, places,
events that are important to.people and to make an impact, to give recognition
to people, to recognize that I am a public person, and to try to be a 'ward
heeler'" without being a phony.

Hoder - Sometlmes I need people to give me a push, to alert me to events where I
should be present

Ventura - Can Millard do that for you without you getting hurt or annoyed at him
being too bossy? He seems to be willing to do.that if it is helpful to you.

Hoder - Can you give specifics?
Millard - The Mananitas on Guadalupe feast. The CCD program.
IV. Specifics (40 hours a week)

M. - Jim has Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday as his teaching days. But in our con-
solidated parish situation those are our key work days.. Monday is a business
day. Friday is a good day for me, Millard, to take off so as to rest up for the
Saturday afternoon-Sunday busy time. Sunday evening and Monday would be the
best time for Jim to take off, in my view. . That would free me. - .
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday are days when you are needed. (Teaching from
11:45 to 2:30 including travel time could fit in OK). On Friday Jim would be
the priest on call for the entire parish. Afternoons do tend to be a slower
'time, although we have both a morning and afternoon session to our pre- =school
and kindergarten. However, Tuesdays at 2:30 PM are our staff meetlngs.

Ventura - For our next meeting both prlests will try to do a time schedule of Scannedby

typical week.
A SEP 2 5 2009
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Millard - I'1l be on vacation and study for January.

handle the administrative matters.

NEXT MEETING: February 19 at 10:00 AM

copies: Millard O'Keefe
Jim Hoder

-3-

I will ask Sister Lyonette to

AOC 014717
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST, OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

June 23, 1987

Vicar for Priests TO: Ray Goedert |
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311
Chicago, Illinois 60611 FROM: Tom Ventura
Off: (312) 642-1837
Res: (312) 528-0540 RE: Jim Hoder (progress report)

I saw Jim Hoder today.

 Please contact him to make an appointment for a '"progress report" and super-
visory meeting in a month or two. Jim needs constant but gentle prodding. He
is a complex man with many personal and professional issues to work through.
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- ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

T0: File (R. Goedert)
Off: (312) 642-1837

DATE: Dec. 12, 1988

RE: James Hdder

1. 1 talked to MM today. 1 asked him if he would check out with detec-
tive I to see what information he might have regarding the so-called "Fr.
Jimmy". [ltalked to detective He said that detective is a
wonderful policeman who has just Deen Promoted to sargent. - He has an excellent
reputation. [Jlknows him well. When he mentioned the case to sargent
he remembered the case clearly. He called it a "major burglary". But he was
certain that there was no priest involved. He would remember, he said, if any
priest had been mentioned. He has done enough covering for priests in the past
and he would have been very alert to such a thing, but no one mentioned anything
at all about a priest. The name "Fr. Jimmy" meant nothing to him. ' He was certain
that it does not appear on the police report - ‘

>

2. I said that in view of dectective [JJJl promotion, he will no longer be
involved with area 4 property crime, so he will have nothing -further to do with
the case. I agreed to call in the event I get -any further information. But
until then, I am just going to drop the matter, as I don't think it would be fair
to jeopardize a priest's reputation based.on such flimsy evidence from rather
ureliable sources..
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
- 800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

" TO: File (R. Goedert)
Off: (312) 642-1837

DATE: Feb. 9, 1990

RE: James Hoder

1. Fr. Millard 0'Keefe, the pastor of St. David's called. He said that Fr.
Hoder's term will be expiring this June and he felt obliged to make known to
me some of the situations concerning Jim. He did not think it would be very
helpful to just let Jim go to another assignment without at least bringing
to the attention of someone in authority the concerns that Millard has about
Jim. .

2. We had a very lengthy conversation and I suggested to Millard that it would
be very helpful if he would write me a letter giving as many examples of erratic
behavior as possible. I can then'call Millard down to fill in the.detaﬂs.

3. Millard also said the housekeeper, -, would 1ike to speak to .me, but
she was very nervous and insists that her 1nfor‘mat1on be kept confidential,
as she fears what Hoder might do.

4. I got on the phone. She has been ihe personal housekeeper at St. David's

for 29 years. Her last name is

5. said that she has not spoken to anyone other than to Fr. 0'Keefe. She
said that Hoder is "as gay as you:make them". She says the people Hoder deals
with are also gay. He has a lot of Titerature and photos around his room and
everything is of men.

6. I asked how old these men were and she estimated anywhere from age 16
to 22. Some of them are definitely minors. They do go upstairs to his room.
Most of the time, however, the door is left open. ﬁsmd that Hoder is
reading a gay book right now, the title of which is "The Color of My Hair".

7. said Hoder 1is a very secretive person. She has no idea if he acts
out his homosexuality. He did have a gay guy stay overnight in"his room and
JEE belicves that they were in the same bed. He was young; about 18 years old
or so. [ said that she is a very observant woman, though not a nosey one.

8. I asked her-about drugs, marijuana, etc. and she indicated that there was
no incident of this that she is aware of.

from jail birds. One is definitely calling him from the jail. They want
to accept the charges and she will refuse.

9. -says that Hoder receives a 1ot of collect calls. Many of them h

10. With regard to the.parislaid that Hoder is very lax and will get
out of whatever work he can main concern was Hoder's homosexuality.
She said she thinks he has "an emotional problem". She said that she knows
this just by looking at him. He is no help at all to Fr. 0'Keefe. One guy,
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. who is a gay, calls a lot. None of these people are parishioners.

11. With regard to his personal habits,* said he is a very "scuzzy" person.

He throws all of his dirty clothes on the tloor instead of using the hamper. He
doesn't shower. He smells. He seems to be in a depression now and sleeps all
day long. Sometimes he'l1l say he'll be there for supper, but doesn't show. We
always have to ask him whether he is going to be in. He is no’help whatsoever
around the parish.

12. 1 asked- if she had ever seen anything that appeared to be stolen in
his room and she said "No".

13. After talking to | Mi11ard got back on the phone. He mentioned that
I spoke about pictures and he recalls that on the visor in his car there is
a picture of a man, the one who arranged for Hoder to get the Mercedes. Hoder
said this same man comes to the rectory frequently with a woman who is dressed
in a very revealing fashion. They are from the north side ‘and are friends of
Hoder's. Whenever they come, they come together and she is always dressed in
the same seductive way. Millard can't figure it out. And he wonders why, if
they are husband and wife and friends of Hoder's, he doesn"t have a picture of
both of them on the visor instead of just the man.
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ST.DAVID CHURCH
3210 S. UNION AV.
CHICAGO, IL. 60616

312-842-0055
Dear Ray, ’ 13 24 J0

I am sending you this note to remind you of our conversation about: the
placement of Fr. Jim Hoder, whose term expires this coming June. I am very
concerned about Jim's future assignment both for himself and for the parish
that he will be serving.

Jim has a definite lack of purpose in his sense of parish ministry. He has
a definite lack of maturity and sense of judgement. He has put himself into
situations that are suspect even if innocent. For example, the occasion a
few years ago when he had a young man stay in his room over night when
guest rooms were avalilable. On occasion pornographic and homosexual

literature has been left in the room and seem by more than one member of
the staff.

With regard to ministry and dedication it is the feeling of Sister Leonette
and myself that Jim is seriously deficlent in sense of purpose, dedication,
responsibility and accountability. He has scheduled many meeting with the
servers and not shown up or has come in late. Leading to a loss of interest
in many of the youth in this ministry. He has not taken the invitation of
our CCD and BCA staffs to come and invite the youth to this minlstry. He
has just recently not taken care of a repalr to one of our staff vehicles
vhich could lead to a serious acclident. He has inferred to communion calls
that weekly visits are a great inconvenience to thé staff. He has shown a
lack of direction and preparation in dealling with our RCIA program. There
is a constant necessity to check and supervise Jim as if he were a 15 year
0old seminarilan instead of priest ordained 15 years.

In addition to this there is a marked deterioration in his personal hygiene
and appearance which has been called to his attention privately by Sr.
| Leonette. I am concerned about his health as his weight is getting to the
point of morbid obesity. On a recent occasion he went to a wake and was not
recognized as a priest because of his appearance and he did not introduce
himself as such and the famlly complained about his lack of presence since
they did not know he had ben there. The cavalier attitude he displayed in
handling the matter was a scandal to the staff person who had to convey the
request for a visit to him. There is still a problem about the way he keeps
his room so much so that on occasion the exterminators have said his room
is a breeding ground for bug. The housekeeper has all but given up on
making his room neat and she prides herself on the neatness of our home
where she has worked for 29 year.

All this indicated to me that Jim has some very serious problems that are
not being dealt with adequately at this time. I write this to you because I
feel 1 have gone as far as I can go and have been frustrated, but I anm
concerned that Jim receive the help he needs to be a good priest or if this
is part of his problem that he be able to deal with it now. Right now I
feel that he cannot function effectively as a priest, is a danger to
himself In terms of health and hygiene and would be more problem than help
to any parish or pastor. Sr. Leonette and I wish to be helpful in anyway
that we can in helping Jim to deal with his problems that he might be happy
in whatever course his 1life takes in the future.

Thank you for hearing me,
Yours in Christ,
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 2/15/1990

Fr. Hoder, As_;soqiate at st. David, is open to the area, but is not limiting
himself to thinking only about this area for ministry.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHITAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO., ILLINOIS 60610

TO:  File (R. Goedert)
Off: (312) 642-1837

DATE: March 8, 1990

RE: James Hoder

1. Millard 0'Keefe, the pastor at St. David's, came in to see me together with
Sr. Leonette, the Pastoral Associate. Their purpose was to ‘discuss Jim Hoder.
Jim's term expires in June and he will be. moving on. ‘Millard's concern is that
Jim would just go into another assignment and the same problems would develop
again. Millard has nothing to gain or lTose and could easily walk away from all
of this and just let the chips fall where they may. But he -feels he owes it to
Jim to try to get him to.seek the help he needs.

2. The first issue Millard and Sister talked about was Jim's health. Jim is
not taking care of himself at all. They estimated that his waist-1ine is at
least 50 inches. He is an over-eater and he has just ‘let himself go as far as
his personal appearance is concerned. He looks very sloppy and has a very poor
self-image. o .

3. With regard to ministry, Jim has no sense of ‘this at all. Jim is gone from
the parish much more than he is present. He does do a class with the pre-school
children, but that is about all. He is supposed to be involved in RCIA and

the giving of instructions, but he does it poorly. “Either he doesn't want to

~ do -these things or he just can't. He also is in charge of altar boys, but he
cancels practices so frequently that the. altar -boys just lose.heart and give up.
Instead of training the 'kids himself, he lets their older brothers who are altar
boys do it. The altar boys have disintegrated at St. David's. ‘Jim never ini-
tiates anything. He is extremely nervous at the altar. ‘Sister said he is
constantly picking on his fingers. ‘

4. Jim rarely eats meals at the rectory. He will sometimes say he is going to
be there, but more often than not, he does not show. The only thing he does with
regularity is liturgical events where he can pick up a Tittle extra pocket money.
For instance, Jim is always anxious to have the Michael Reese beeper because it
means $50 per call. There is Jjust no sense of liturgy, especially on special
occasions. He even does announcements poorly and if Millard really wants to

get a message across, he has to do it himself. 'Jim would follow a plan if

Sister worked it out step.by step. But otherwise, he is very insecure and
confused at the liturgies. B

5. Jim shows no initiative. He does not have the ability to follow through
on anything.. He will promise to do something, but then doesn't. Sister
will even indicate what has to be done with regard to RCIA and then he'11
turn around and do whatever he pleases.

6. Socially, Jim doesn't relate well at all. A1l his friends seem to be
outsiders. They are either young kids from Assumption or people from St.
Ita's. He 1is very close to the Philipino couple at St. Ita's. There is also
a 65 year old man, _a musician, and ‘Millard thinks he*s from
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J. Hoder, 3/8/90 page 2

~
-

St. Ita's. This man takes care of Jim's finances. - and the kids make
a lot of phone calls to the rectory. A number of them are Hispanic kids from
Assumption.

and a number o
~the kids will call collect and of course Jim won't accept the call. That way
they tip him off and he réturns the call so they in effect are avoiding paying
the telephone company.

changed his clothes once in the parlor.and just left the clothes on the floor,
and then Jim expected - the housekeeper, to clean up.

7. Jdim's room is always dirty looking, totally disorganized. Jim seems to be
a praying person and he prepares his sermons well. He does give good homilies.
But money is a big obsession with him. For example, he took four or five of the
ladies to the CCW meeting downtown and he charged each one $3. He doesn't come
right out and say that -the charge is $3, but the ladies kind of know what the
score is and they will ask him if $2 or $3 will do and he will say "yes“ In
other words, he manipulates them into paying.

8. Jim has no practical sense. He bought 800 Easter Eggs for 5¢. a piece because
it was a good deal and he intended to sell them for a quarter. But people
wouldn't buy them and he eventually-had to-give them away.” He is a real enigma.
There is so much good in him, but so much that counteracts the good. Jim admitted
to Tom Ventura that he wouldn't do things unless someone was on his back. He
seems to be confused as to what.a priest's role is in today's Church.

9. Jim spends a lot of money on gadgets, toys. For example, he has little remote
control cars and airplanes. He bought a big flashlight and seems to enjoy shining
it in the sky. It's like dealing with a 15 year old. ‘His sense of judgement is
like a teenager's.

10. Jim is gone a lot, claiming that he has to be away to take care of his 80
year old father. His father is a retired policeman and Millard thinks that a
lot of things are covered up because of the police fraternity. Millard said
that Jim was assigned to visit hospitals once a ‘week, but he balked at doing
it. He preferred to send.cards. He doesn't want to'be involved in any parish
meetings that will.tie him down. He is gone most of-the time. He goes to the
opera on. Monday - n1ghts and sees just about every movie in town. And when he
should be on duty, he's not there.

11. Sister said that we ask lay people to volunteer their services after they
have worked an eight-hour day and have taken care of their own responsibilities
at home. We're lucky if Jim puts in a three-hour-day at best. He leaves after
Mass on Sunday and Monday- is his day off and while he is supposed to be back
early Tuesday morning, frequent]y it's much later 'in-the day. And éven if he
is in the rectory, you can't really depend’on him and he :will frequently not
accept calls. And on Friday when Millard is supposed to be off, J1m will be
gone most of the day.

12." Jim used to go out.at 10 P.M. and return at 2 A.M. Millard has no idea
where he would be going. Millard doubts if they get 20 hours of work a week
out of him.

13. At Assumption, the cook . would prepare the meals early in the day because
she had to leave. While the meal hour was set,:Jim would rarely be there. He
would just eat whenever he felt like.it. He doesn*t-1ike to be tied down to a
schedule. -
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+J. HOder, 3/8/90 . page 3

14. Lately, Jim has been very nervous about the change of assignment. Millard
.spoke to Ray Cusack and Don Nevins and he told them that he didn't think that
any other pastor should have to go through this.. I have to talk to the Personnel
Board to make sure that they do not put Jim on open listing, or at least that
they don't assign him any where until we are sure he is being treated for

. whatever his problems are.

15. Millard said that Jim's best friend or closest friend seems to be Rich Simon.(if
Jim used to hang around with Scott Plasek and Scott's death shook Jim up. He '
also seems to play tennis with Joe Fitzharris and a number of the older priests.

16. Millard said that Jim was a Deacon at Providence of God and John Harrington,
the Pastor, recommended to the Sem1nary that he not be ordained. Dick Feller

had trouble with Jim at St. Ita's and Larry Craig-had the same difficulties with
him at Assumption. -His appointment to St.David came through Ken Velo, not the
Personnel Board. Evidently the Board couldn't find anyone willing to take him.
Jim is afraid of anything new, of structures in which’ he is not in control. His
1ifestyle reminds one of a addict.

17. Neither Millard nor Sister mentioned anything about homosexuality, so I
raised the question. Sister said that he definitely doesn't deal with women well.
He resents Sister very much. There is homosexual ‘literature in his room. His
friends are all young males. -Before Jim had to meet with Tom Ventura, he used

to hang around with a lot of kids who were minors, but that has stopped But all
of his friends are young males, even some of whom are under 18. He had one kid
overnight in his room even though there were two other guest rooms available.

Jim claims that the kid was scared, but Millard-said that the kid made his Way
all the way from Mexico to Ch1cago, and if he could do that, he surely wouldn't
have been afraid to stay overnight in a room by himself. ‘Sister said she defi-
nitely thought Jim is homosexual. He is extremely belligerent towards women and
shows them no respect. He treats them 1ike dirt. ‘Millard said that while

he has no proof of anything, the phone conversations that he would over-hear
between Jim and those who call ‘him are 1ike two ‘girls talking, or a guy and his
date. Jim asked them what they had for dinner, etc., things that men normally
wouldn't be{1nterested in. .

18. Millard said that there is a basic dishonesty about Jim. He went to Mexico
and was making arrangements to get one of those shared time condos. He made the
deal but then backed out. He had signed a note for $10,000, but then he wrote

a letter c1a1m1ng that ‘his credit card was stolen..” He shou]d have just said .
that he wasn't interested, because those 'kinds of- deals do give you time to change,
your mind.

19. Both Millard and Sister are willing to confront Jim, if necessary.

20. The way Jim uses money, Millard.can see why he's in trouble. He spent a
thousand dollars to buy a big stero unit that he didn"t really need. He bought
a Mercedes for $10,000 from his friend and he also has a junk automobile. It
wouldn't surprise M111ard if 'Jim bought something. that was “hot" ‘Jim gets his
rear end covered because his- father was a policeman.

21. We agreed that Millard and Sister will meet with Jim next week to tell him
that they have been down to see me and ‘Millard will tell me once that has been
accomplished. I will then call Jim in and see what's going on.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

To:  File (R. Goedert)
DATE: - March 15, 1990

Off: (312) 642-1837
RE: James Hoder

1. Millard 0'Keefe called. He said that he and Sister informed Jim that they
had been to see me, etc. Jim began to make ‘all sorts of excuses. ‘Either he

- wasn't trained to do something or he didn't think priests should do it, etc.,
etc. :

2. Millars said Jim was quite upset and began to rant and rave about "downtown",
etc., so Millard thinks that I might be in for a lot of flack from him. I agreed

that I would see Jim privately and only if he. den1es everyth1ng will I ask Millard
and Sister Leonette to come back.

o2 calll] Yo~ 1l .- Gt~ s
&/Z//?”'QMW@{—/’EPM- —W#aj'ﬁimc W&W
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File

DATE: March 26, 1990

RE: James Hoder

1. On the occasion of the Pastor's Overnight, I talked to Millard Q'Keefe
about Jim Hoder. I told him that I was not able to contact J1m yet. Fr.
0'Keefe was concerned because Jim: is_talking: i
after his transfer from St. David.

2. On March 30 I called Fr. Hoder at 4:45 P.M. -He was not in and I left a
message. He did not return the call. : :

3. On Mérch.31, 1990 I called Fr. Hoder.' He was not in. I left a message.
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ARCHDIGCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File

DATE: April 9, 1990

RE: James. Hoder

James Hoder, ordained 1".,]975= is the Associate Pastor at St. David.
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" J. Hoder, 4/9/90 page 2

F

8. I called Ray Cusack after my meeting with Jimito let him know the situa-
tion. Ray was not aware that Jim was going to take a sabbatical. Ray agreed

that he thought that the sabbatical would be an excellent idea for Jim, particu-
larly if he is thrown in with other healthy people who might be able to help him

to pull his 1ife together. Jim's weight is enormous. 'Millard had said he
thought his waist was 50 inches and I firmly do believe that. I suggested to
Ray Cusack that they simply allow the process to continue and let's see whether
or not any pastor is willing to take Jim.
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CRIVERBITY of SAINT MARY OF THE LARL
(.'.‘,i%?xé'f'%ié{ FOR 1’;3&!‘%&,(:2?3'5»@%%‘;N? IN AINISTRY

april 13, 1880

ey, Bugene F.o Laver
Center for Continuing Formation in Ministry
Univarsity of Notre Damg

1287 headutg? Libracy

Hobre Dame; 1IN S6LESH

Deay Fr. Bugena,
1 you knows 1 have meveral of our ggi sts
g for youy prqu at

s
]

M>r‘f0
1

~®

M

s the Arohdicoess of .hitafg

ve Dame. 1 h*”iu now liks o recommsnd Fro Jg GE
i angicus to abttend YOur progran and ha

good standing with the Avohdiocess

Ha
a priest in
fifteen years.

LSRR

$
&
-
o’

My ST OLD A e

y,
v

T hope you will censider hiam for youy Fall 1990 progvam.
X ¥

Sinnaevely,

ey Wayne F.o Prist

Biventor of Continuing Bducabtisn, Archdioccssze of CThivago

WEPmh

CHLINDIS SOOR0 5T UDE- SR  CHBIACD M0, FH4-EA22 7 TELEN 734 ReH-CPALIT

ARCEUHCHIESE O3F O
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 4/20/1990

17. James Hoder ‘75: Jim has received permission fram the
Sabbatical Board for a sabbatical and placement at Notre Dame
in their sabbatical program.
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 4/20/1990

Page 289

17. James Hoder ’75: Jim has received permission from the
Sabbatical Board for a sabbatical and placement at Notre Dame
in their sabbatical program.

Page 5 of 14
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/11/1990

Page 330

27. Sabbatical Board: Vic Sivore reports that the Sabbatical Board
has approved the sabbaticals for these priests. James Hoder

Page 5 of 14
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/1990

DOCUMENT 2

PARISHES AND PERSONNEL AFFRCTED BY CONSOLIDATTION AND AMALGIMATION

BY
[ ' JUNE_1990

| PARTSH DRTESTS COMMENTS

st. David Millard P. O’Keefe
James Hoder
L (continued on page 2)
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fice of the Aschibishop

3

v

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGU
PLIST CFFIUE BOXR 189

CHICAGD, ILLINOE 80630

June 12, 19%¢

peay Jim,

I iight of the eeesmpendation of the gatbatical Board, I sm plaaged
to  Eraunt  your  TRyuest for & Babbatical beglusing July 1, 139G, ghvough
Decsmber 31, 1990, Fisass inforn Fathars Ken Vel snd Wayne FPrist of yuur

sddressies) doring rhis vime.

Tris  eppolotment 1 made with the understanding rhat you will seek a
pew asslgrment GRpUN oUWy YU,

Following  Archdincesan and  Sabbatical Basyd Folloy. vhe Avchdiocesan
farich Subsidy Fund will pay your zalary fur the pariod of the six~month
sabbatlund. e Dentar for Development in winistry will pey vuivion, pgeivii
and bosrd expensss with spesnial funding provided by the Arohndiucese.

day I zake this opportunity tu thank F&u fur  your fine work &%
favid az well ag for your Tiftveen yesrs of servics to the Arshdioccess.

80
£

sz you  losk foryard to this lmpo¥isnt spansition in your priesthosd,
pleave know  that  you have my support and prayevs. Piease pray for me a8
weil.

yith wordial good wishes, 1 ramgin

Sinssrely yours in Christ,

s ;
{4 g /
¢ g {4 e :

4
{7 é =
{avehbishop of thicagol

sevevend Jamus Hoder

%r. David

%310 Houth Uniown
gnicage, filinels 8061

sot Raverand Rennsth Yeln
reverend Waynn Prist
Biosesan Priesvs’ Fersannsl Board
pevarend Millsrd QKeefs
Wr. Jack Bunwavse
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/15/1990

21. Sabbatical Board: The Sabbatical Board has granted the
following priests sabbaticals:

d) James Hoder ‘75: from 7/1/90 to 12/31/90 returning to
seek a new assigrment.
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’' Placement Board, 6/15/1990

Page 402

21. Sabbatical Board: The Sabbatical Board has granted the
following priests sabbaticals: '

d) James Hoder ‘75: from 7/1/90 to 12/31/90 returning to seek
a new assigrment.

Page 4 of 10 )
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/22/1990

Page 416

II. Archdiocesan Priests:
The following priests will probably be available for placement on
the indicated dates: .

Page 7 of 9
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 6/22/1990

Page 417

12/31/90

Page 8 of 9 J
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S?w%%f URIVERSITY of SAINY MARY OF THE LAKE
- CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY £

T Mr. Jack Benware
FROM: Rev. Wayne ¥. Prist
RE: Extra Punding for Sabbaticals becauzn of consolidations

and closings {Special Consideratioms}

DATE: July 20, 18

Hocause Lhe Sabbatical Bosvd had recommendsd and the Cardinal has approved
gnvugh sabbaticals for (g-19] Fiscal ysar to use up the entive budget therse
was nesd to provide cpportunitiss for priests i transitiosn. The Cardinal
promised that we would make the sabhatical oppovitunity available to thoze
affected by recent closings and consvlidations.

Punding for these Special Considerations is b coms fyom the PHMAA,
gnolosed is their April 5th meso., You will notice thal the money is to be
requested through your office. CDM will sdminixter the check requasts for
Program eypenses only through the Universzity of Bt. Mary of the Lake
Rusiness Office, which will then be reimbursed by the funding provided.
Your office will administer the salaries for these priests.

The sstipate was for § to 8 priesxts. To this date we have approvad speaial
cunsiderstion sabbatisals for the Following people in this present fiscal
vear '90-791:

Rov. James Hoder *75 Syt P CeSEE ST 1950

7
There msy be additieml naces submitbed hecause we sald we would aczept (jﬁ
applications fax special considevations to Septwmbar i, 1990, 75

If yau have any questions please call e

ARCHIHCCESE OF CHICAGD F MURTELEN, LLINCHS 60060 /1708 5068280/ CHICAGO NO. 7636622 / TELEX 547 266-C P LS
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august 1%, 1%80

wrothaers
Holy Cros

'\?\lj;re

Daear Brobhe

m

Ioam enclos
and npoapd I
Pall 143 pre

ing a ohack in the amount of 52,875%.00 fuz U
sr Pr. James Hoder. He will b attending the
At COPM.

G
[l
o~

}
@
5

Thank you for your atienblion.

‘ 3., nLeEre .i. }j Fe .
oA P g\y );‘1 R ey
‘"*‘;3" flale g bt T >

Mo. Merleanne Histh
Becretary. archdiccesan HBabbatioal Bosy

W

Tl Rey. Jages Hoday

PALINDIFLE I HLLINCHA SO0 1
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Rugust 1%, 1990

Rary Ann Wokovibas
snter for Continuing Pormabion in Minist
Universibty of MNobre Dawe

1201 Hesburgh Library

Hobre Dame, TN 44655

x
o4
¢

<

Daar Mary Ann:

gnclosing a nheck in the asmcunt of $1,753.00 fox tuivion,
vesbing for Pr. James Hodsr, He will be attending

5 and
Fall 1080 proeygrawm st CUFM.

Phanks agaln. I's surs things are sbavting to get =ven
busier thra. Hope all is going well

Sincerely,

: ittt
vetary, Archdiooessan Sabbatical Boavd

Gy Rev. Jauss Hoder
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 .
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60810

Off: (312) 642-1837 . TO: File (R. Qoedert)
DATE: Aug. 23, 1990

RE: James Hoder.

1. The Cardinal said that he is speaking to , a friend
of . had told il in confidence that the Tocal alderman informed him
that there is some sort of investigation going on and it somehow involved Jim
Hoder and drugs. The Cardinal wasn't quite sure what it.was all about, but he
asked me to contact and see what information he has. The Cardinal said -
that I could feel free to tell | that said I could talk to him, but

the Cardinal wants me to leave qut any mention of the alderman, etc. The Cardinal
also suggested that I speak to —

2. I called both NG_GGGEEGEEG__ Friday, Aug. 24. Neither was in.

B v:s gone for the weekend, and M was on vacation. I left messages

, to see if he has any such ‘information.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
. VICAR FOR PRIESTS

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off- (312)“‘642-1837 : T0: . Cardinal Ber‘nar‘d{n . ;ﬂ
- | | " FROM: Rev. Raymond Goedert (ng

DATE:  Aug. 25, 1990

RE: James Hoder

In an effort to follow up on your inquiry concerning Hoder and the alleged
drug involvement, I tried to reach both | S B .:s out
of town for the weekend and Hlllis on vacation, so I struck out for the time
being. I hope that by the time you return from Europe 1 will have some infor-
mation from either or both of them.
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JKRC]{EH(M:ESE(DF(H{ICA(HD

VlCAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

‘_om(am)s424837 - T0: | File (R. Goedert)

DATE: Aug. 27, 1990

“RE: James Hoder

said that he had some
information not want any one else to know about. 'He told Jl that
the State's Attorney has been investigating Hoder. They evidently have it on
tape. Hoder is supposedly trying to make a buy with someone whom he doesn't
realize is an undercover agent. Hoder drives around in two Mercedes cars and
has phones in them and does his buying and selling that way. The police are
curious and are gomg to nail him. The local police commander in the Deering ; -
District knows what's going on. It could be that they are reluctant to move /
in on him because he is a priest and they m1ght think that the diocese would
try to cover for him, etc. I assured JJJj that if Hoder is guilty of dealing:

. in drugs that I wou]d be the last one to try to cover for him. He should be
nailéd and I would certainly do nothing to stand in the way of the police doing
their job. On the other hand, I would hope that the publicity would be kept
to a minimum, if in fact, ther‘e is any truth to these charges, as it would be
devastating for the Church. TEEMsaid that someone tipped the police about Hoder
selling drugs. further added that people in that area are really down on
both Millard 0'Keefe and Jim Hoder, pr‘1mar‘1'ly because they have been trymg
to minister to the Spanish, etc. . ‘

2. EEMsaid that he is having 1unch with - again this Wednesday and will
try to get additional information. B .17 call me on Thursday to let me
know what he comes up with.

3. After talking to - I called St. David's to speak to Sr. Leonette. . She

. had called me about another matter and I simply returned her call but then in

~ the course of our conversation I asked her if she has seen Jim Hoder recently.
Sister said that Jim comes there on weekends. He is supposed on his sabbati-
cal at Notre Dame, but he claims he has no place to go -and so on weekends he
returns to St. David. He still has his room. there and the .room is an absolute
"mess. It is chaos, with wine bottles, dirty clothes, all sorts of ‘books on

alcohol addiction, etc.. I asked her if he:also was on drugs, but she said.she . -

had no knowledge of that. She did say that he was out late Saturday night and -
didn't return until about 2 A.M. on Sunday. She saw him around 10 or 10:30 on
Sunday at Church and he smeHed of a]coho] -She said that he is a very sick
person. : . ) e
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
| VICAR FOR PRIESTS

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
' ~ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642—1837_. T Fﬂe_(R._ Goedert)

DATE: Aug. 30, 1990

RE: - James Hoder

I called Joe Grembla _ .I asked Joe if he had heard anything at
all about Hoder in connection with drugs. - Joe said that all he recalls is
Millard 0'Keefe mentioning something to him about Jim having a personal problem,’
that he is unkempt in appearance; not dependable, -irresponsible, and has -
strange magazines in his room. Joe seems to recall Millard saying something
about Jim taking drugs, but he never heard anything at .all about Jim actually
"dealing in drugs. . o S : ' ‘ .
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)

DATE: Nov. 10, 1990

RE: James Hoder

1. I called to see if there were any new developments. He said that he

has heard not!ing. !e met with| il three weeks or so ago and nothing was men-
tioned about it. [EEMis reluctant to push too hard on it. I agreed and just
said that "let's let it ride" and if he does hear anything he will get back to

me.

(i~ Goel asled s Eoldl iy ey conmicll
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837

December 17, 1990

Dear -,

|

I wonder if you can do a little undercover work for me. One of
our priests, Rev. James Hoder, has experienced a Tot of personal
difficulties

The Cardinal received word through a confidential source last
August that the police were supposedly keeping Fr. Hoder under sur-
veillance. He was suspected of dealing in .drugs, operating out of a
Mercedes he owned, using his car phone to buy and sell. The Cardinal
was informed that the State's Attorney Office is also involved. The
informant was quite insistent that this information and his identity
remain confidential, but we have no reason to question his integrity.

Would you have any way of checking this out without causing any
problem either for the informant or the police operation, if in fact,
~ there is one under way? I can assure you that if Fr. Hoder is dealing
in drugs, the Archdiocese will give its complete cooperation to the

civil authorities involved in any way requested.

With thanks for your he]p,'-, I remain

Sincerely yoursz
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EXcerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 12/28/1990
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Bag arbog SWeN
Tanged pud utbed
WTuIniey

TYoILvadus NO SISdIydd

Zz obed

AOC 014773



v UNIVEESITY of SAIWT MaRY GF ThE LAKE
' Q?NTEQ?()R%??VEUB?&%@%?%%é%ﬁ%@5?§¥.

danuary 25, 1981

Bear Fr. Hoder.

payable to

L G080, 00 sabbatical
budget and iz reirmhursement for your per diem expensas
and part of bhe Meddogorie LUip.

I am enclosing a chesk fovw 3373 LU0 ma

aoie
you. This is the remainder of your 5

T know your sabbatical is Juet coming to an end.

1 hope it was everything you wanted it Lo ke, I
have heard many good things aboub the Hotre Dame
Program. 1'm suve the trip to Medijugurie would be
very interssting Lov.

slease leb me know i there is anything slse
O for you. 1 wish you all the best in this New
sar and with your new agsiynwent.

G Q:m

Fincerely:
;,}

sanne Bletd

=
o

ARCHUSOEESE OF URICALG S MURDELEIN, HLINEHS &GOS0 1310 eGSR CHICAGCE NOY. D64 6622 TR 784286 (Pr 100
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

A;./

TO: Rev. Edward Fialkowski .7y

Off: (312) 642-1837 i
. FROM: Rev. Raymond Goedert [/ /

DATE: Feb. 8, 1991

RE: James Hoder

1. I received a call from Joe Grembla, the Dean, this morning. He had been
speaking to Millard O'Keefe, the pastor at St. David's. Millard heard through
someone that either I or someone else in authority mentioned that Jim Hoder was
going to return to St. David's. This was very upsetting to Millard and he
pleaded with Joe to intervene, so that this would not happen.

2. I told Joe that I knew absolutely nothing about this and I certainly had
never made any committment to Jim or anyone else about him returning to St.
David. On the contrary, I would strongly advise that this not be done. Where
he should go, I do not know, but I see absolutely no reason for him to return’
.to St. David. Millard has enough difficulties of his own without asking him to
put up with Jim and all of his problems, particularly since Jim has already been
there over the five-year term.

3. I told Joe that I would be in touch with you. I would appreciate it if you
would give me a call and let me know where things stand as far as Jim is con-
cerned. I presume he is finished with his sabbatical and I just wondered whether
he is on open listing. Whatever information you can give me will be appreciated
and T will forward it to both Millard and Joe.
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UINIVERSITY of SAINT MaRY OF THE LARE

CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY BEE

<,
Y

Pebyruary 15, (8%l

Jamesy Hodar
{)zﬁ 74 'i d

&. Union

agoe, IL 60611

ORI S )
[ASZOE SV AR %l
o

Oy s L3 32
o
o7

Deasr Jim,

Since you have returned from your zabbatical it would
e helpful if you would shars yony commenis aboub
iodging, prograwm, professors, atd.

The information ?ha* you cwould provide on the ennloged
evaluation form will be zhown to others who might be
interested in the same 2ite.

T would alse like vo refsr future sabbatical candidates

o nontact you. They might geb in Loudch winh you by phone
with quastions that are not answered on the svaluation
Frorm.

1 hops your zabbatical =x i law
gxpechationa and that you were savisf

Sincarely:

wayde Prist

N.B.,  Plsase roiupn your M,n; tated evaluativn within 3=
weeks to my office ab COM, Attn: Merleanns Hiett.

SONCERE OF CHECAGD Y SAUMDELEIN, HLINGIS S0080 70 11 5008 TR ORI ACTY NOL TRA-HHI D S TELEY TR 28 P LD
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 T0:  File (R. Goedert)
DATE: March 15, 1991

RE: James Hoder

1. I met with the Personnel Board. They asked about the status of Jim Hoder's
case. I explained the situation to them and mentioned that Ken and I were
talking about it. I felt that it was important for Jim to get re-assigned with
the regular June changes.

2. However, in the 1light of Millard 0'Keefe's present physical condition, I
suggested that it might be better to leave Jim at St. David's, but make it

quite clear that it is only going to be a temporary-thing and that we expect him
to be in the regular June change process.

3. I will have to check with Al Ciciora and Jerry Rodell to see what the situa-
tion is with Millard.
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Ray,

THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS’ PERSONNEL BOARD
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Rev. Raymond Goedert/Vicar for Priests

Rev. Edward R. Fialkowski/Priests’ Personnel Board
Tuesday, April 2, 1991

Rev. James Hoder

The enclosed is a draft of the letter we will be sending to Jim
Hoder in order to get him moving into his next assignment.

Any thoughts you may have regarding this, please let me Xnow so
we can get this out as soon as possible. '

A
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THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS’ PERSONNEL BOARD
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

(312) 944-6776 r

April 2, 1991 f?é¢é2ﬂ~’

Dear Jim,

The Board wishes to thank you for assisting Millard O’Keefe at St. David
Parish during this time of his illness. Since this parish is not open for
an associate pastor, we are enclosing the list of the parishes involved in
the June Change Process and we ask you to seek placement at a parish that
could best use your talents from this "A" or "B" listing.

Sincerely,

Rev. Edward R. Fialkowski
Recording Secretary
ERF/13jb

Rev. James Hoder

Sst. David Parish

3210 S. Union
Chicago, IL 60616

Enc.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312.)!}342-1837 T0: Rev. Edward Fialkbwski /7
FROM: Rev. Raymond Goedert f777
DATE: May 6, 1991
RE: - James Hoder

1. At our meeting on Friday, May 3, one of the cases we discussed was
Jim Hoder. I had mentioned to you that I saw no reason why Jim could not

be re-assigned in the usual manner.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, lLLlNOIS 60610

om(mzfs424337' T0: Rev. Kenneth Velo
FROM: Rev. Raymond Goedert(gé%%;

DATE: May 25, 1991

RE: James Hoder

1. In your memo of 5/23/91, you attached a copy of Jim Hoder's letter of
May 14 in which he inquires about salary, etc. You asked whether there is
anything you should be doing.

2. With regard to Jim's fu?ure assigpment, I had already sent a memo to Ed

Fialkowski o -
assignment.

3. With regard to Jim's request for a salary for the last three months that
he has been at St. David, I'm not sure just what ought to be done. I do have
a few questions -- namely,

A. I think Jim was on one of those special sabbaticals. Who was paying
him during this period, and would they be willing to continue for these
three months?

B. Did Jim acutally work full-time at St. David, or was he just filling
in when needed?

C. Does Millard 0'Keefe think Jim should be given a full-time salary
from some source or other?

4. If the answer to #C is in the affirmative, then I would suggest that Millard
give Jim whatever he has coming, and then if he will let me know the amount, I

will ask PRMAA to reimburse the parish.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: June 7, 1991
RE James Hoder

1. George Kane called in his capacity as chairman of the Personnel Board.
He was getting ready to go to ‘the meeting and wanted to know what I thought
about Jim Hoder going to St. Joseph's in Wheeling. After reflecting a
moment, I told George that I would be opposed to such an appointment. I
mentioned in confidence to ‘George that my opposition would be based on some
factors pertaining to Jim and other factors pertaining to a situation that
has nothing to do with Jim and which could create probTems down the line.
George accepted that and said he would so notify the Board.

2. We then discussed where Jim could go. I told George that my own feeling
was that we should not deal with him as a add-on, paying half the salary, etc.

I think it is time that we begin to deal more forthrightly with those whom

the Board considers to be difficult or impossible to place. If the Board can
not find a pastor willing to take Jim, and if Jim himself cannot find a pastor
willing to accept him and pay the full salary, then I think we ought to deal
with Jim on the issle of whether or not he should remain in the active ministry.
George agreed. -
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/2/1991

B. Priests:

8. James Hoder ’75: (KV)
ACTION:
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/2/1991

Page 8

B. Priests:

8. James Hoder ’75: Casimir Szatkowski /50 [Pastor] of St.
Joseph/Chicago contacted the Board saying he could use a
Spanish speaking associate and he is interested in Jim,
MOTION: 7 — 0 The Board recommends that Jim Hoder be

assigned as Associate Pastor to St.
Joseph/Chicago. Ken Velo will be his contact
person.

Page 7 of 9
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 8/16/1991

Page 14

11. James Hoder ’75: The Cardinal has appointed Jim (andkhe has
accepted) as an Associate Pastor to Casimir Szatkowski /50
[Pastor] St. Joseph/Chicago.

Page 3 of 8
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ARCHDIOUESE OF CHICADD
FOST QFFICE BOX 1972
CHICAGO, ILLINGIS 50650

Offtee of the Archishop

Avgust 2%, 139l

Desr Father Hoder:

in  light of the vecvmmendation of the Diocesan Priests’
Personnel Board, I harseby appoint vyou as Asscciate Fastor to the Reverend
Cagimiy Szatkowski, Pastor of Sain Jusepl Churceh (Hermitage Avernus).
This appoiniment is effective immediataly, Flesse speak with Father
Szatkowski regarding the unecessary arrangements.

Jim, I wish vou well in this new assignment. It ig my hope thet

working with the priests of Saiat Joseph, the pauple will be well served
by your care and efforts,

With cordial good wishes, I remaln

Siucerely yours in Christ,

. V ﬁ archbishop of Chicago

Ecclssissgticel Hotary

Bevarend James 4. Hoder
Saint Joseph Parish

4823 8. Hermitage
Chlcago, Illineis 0609

a¢:  Keverend fagimip M. Szatkowski
Divcegan Prissts? Porzonnel Boapd

ber  Bishop-Elect Raymand Goedsrt
Heverend Millard 0'Keefe

@"@W Cant, ;:25;»-,. g
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 8/30/1991

REPORTS:  (08/30/91)

6. Cardinal’s Appointments:

a) James Hoder ‘75: The Cardinal has appointed Jim to St.
Joseph/Hermitage Ave. as an Associate Pastor effective
immediately.
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 8/30/1991

Page 31

6. Cardinal’s Appointments:

a) James Hoder ‘75: The Cardinal has appointed Jim to St.
Joseph/Hermitage Ave. as an Associate Pastor effective
immediately.

Page 2 of 6
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

~ VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

TO: File (P. 0'Malley)

Off: (312) 642-1837 _
DATE: Nov. 11, 1991

RE: James Hoder

1. The Cardinal called Jim Hoder in. Also present,were Andy and Bishop Goedert.
He presented the ruling of the Commission. Jim Hoder was surprisingly strong in
his defense. He told us that he had done everything that he had been asked to .
. * do.when he admitted to this relationship with We agreed..

2. Jim went into describing his own physical:background, his break down in 1983
and how his focus was very divided for four years after that. .He mentioned that
he has been taking care of his father, has been h1s ma1n emotional support. Jim

also mentioned that he had let the Lord into RQj: 1974 and had been Charis-
matic since that time. He did not know where presently lived.

3. Jim argued his position very well. His main defense.was that he had done
everything that he had been asked to do. The Cardinal pursued the point and

~ said he would have to be removed from the iarish.temiorarili ierhaisl deiending

4. Jim acquiesed nicely and said 'Fine,tthen I'11 do it". We'l11 take care of
his.sa1ary. " The meeting came to a close on an upbeat note.
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Office of_ the Archbishop

’Dear Jim:

ARCHDIOCESE AQF CHICAGO

November 14, 1991

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

(312) 751-8230
Fax (312) 337-6379

I appreciate the fact that our meeting the other day was very
I know that it was very difficult for me also. I

difficult for you.
appreciate your cooperation and your move to Mercy Hospital.

For the time being you will be on an administrative leave.

Jim, be assured that you have a special place in my daily prayers
and that I will do everything possible to help you.

With cordial good wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

rchbi'shop of Chicago

Chancellor : ;

The Reverend James A. Hoder

c/o Sr.
President

R.S.M.

"‘Mercy Hospital and Medical Center
‘Stevenson Expressway at King Drive

Chicago, Illinois

60616

bc: Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley
Rev. Kenneth Velo
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.8)

* Jenuary 12,1992

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL

For James Hoder

.1 have reviewed,understand,and agree to all requlrements of The Residence
Protocol,and the follow1ng items: :

il) Detailed list of assets and list of phone bills to be given to the

Archdiocese V1car for Prlests or designate.

':2) Restricted to the Residence for one week,must improve hjglene behave
~5soc1a11y appropr1ate.pr0v1de list of own expectat1ons of ministry.

»i3) ‘Cannot leave boundarles of Archdiocese /Lake Couty,Cook Couty/.

a{4)' Unaccomianied gut-of-house irivileies include the following:

Parish Pray Group - Thursday

Social events/lunches,dinners,movies,shopping,etc./ - every day

@ 5)% No out—of-residence passes longer than six hours.

‘6) Only approved family members can be responsible parties for out-of- .
'Lresidence trips.

~7) Attendance at all activities and the specific names,addresses,time

. and telephone numbers regarding res1dent 's must be entered on the indi-
..dual itinerary.

It is resident's responsibility to be reachable at any given time.
Resident is accountable for his own time and is required to support his

Q:attendance at social events with physical proof/i.e.,movie ticket,rece1pt
" from restaurant,etc./.If such proof cannot be prov1ded,res1dent is requi-

red to call the residence staff member from the place of destination.

. Resident out of residence is to call in every two hours.The telephone num-
"ber from where the call has been made will be verified by a staff member.

'Unlisted,unpublished and mobile telephone numbers will not suffice.

A 72 hour restriction to the Residence will result if resident not reach-

“:able after three attemps.Unsuccessful attemps to reach resident at the

given number will be followed by writing a memorandum.Such a memorandum

" will be kept on file mIn case of repeated
- violations,copies of original memoranda wil e forwarded to the Archdio-

cese Vicar for Priests [EEEG—S

9) - Any contraband materlals/l e.,alcohol VCR s,pornography/can be confis-

" cated.

- Car keys to be checked in at the Community Room.

- Visitation by previously approved visitors can only occur at room 404,
all visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room.
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TLO)“ No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the Resi-
dence unless prior approval has been received from the Residence Exe-

cutive Director_,and the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests
or designate. Meet1ngs with minors,in and out of the Re51dence,can ta-

ke place only in the presence of an approved companion.

11) Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of the In-

" dividual Specific Protocol will be addressed by the Residence Executi-

ve Director and/or designate and may be grounds for modification of
currently existing unaccompanied out-of-house privileges.Such modifi-
cation will be collectively determined by the Archdiocese Vicar for
Priests and/or designate/other referring authority in conjunction with
the Residence Executive Director I [ case

of emergency,any staff member can modify the Individual Specific Proto-
col until an administrative decision can be made by the Residence Exe--
cutive Director and/or designate. :

"'12) In order to change the Ind1v1dua1'Spec1fic Protocol and/or items

;. -within the protocol,prior approval must be received from (G
" N in conjunctlon with the Residence Executive Director.

This is a working document which can be changed, altered or superceded
where there is an 1nd1cated need to do so. . :

Signed: (/]ﬂ/)}‘u# }LKC@ .

A\

~

Printed Name: James HODER

Date: [~2Z S-92

" Executive Director:

- Acopy of this protocol will be [
‘ J sont to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests.

N
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS -
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 .

Off: (312) 642-1837 10: File (P. 0'Malley)

DATE: March 3, 1992

RE: James Hoder

1. Fr. Casey Czatkowski, Jim Hoder's pastor, called today.to ask what is
happening with 'Jim. Can he count on him for the future? .-I told him that
I would be back to him within two days.

2. He also told me that he has been paying Jim's salary for the past three
months, ever since he left the parish. I checked my records and found out that
we have been paying him as well. I told Casey not to send any more money to
James Hoder and that he would be reimbursed for what he has already sent him.
Hoder has been receiving two checks and has said absolutely nothing about it.
This is my fault for not checking with Casey earlier,*but I'm also a bit upset
with Jim not calling it to my attention. I will contact Hoder and tell him that
he has to pay back that salary to. the parish over the last three months. He
shall have to send the check through me. If he does not, ‘then his next three
months will be cut off and I shall take that money and repay the ‘parish myself.
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MARCH 6,1992

S U P P L E M E N T
T O

INDIVIDUAL. SPECIFIC PROTOCOL

FOR JAMES HODER

I have reviewed,understand and agree to all requirements of The Residence
Protocol,and the following items:

1) Unaccompanied out-of-house privileges include the followin

Parish Pray Group - Thursday afternoon

Sun!ay an! !on!ay ! !

ours free,Tuesday thru Saturday - 6 hours
free/ visits with family,classmates and friends,priests of i
St.Joseph and other rectories,Spiritual Director-St.Thomas Mere
Church,going to restaurants,movies,theatres,health club/ 3
Army Mass - lst weekend of month. '
4,5 from previous Individual Specific Protocol

2) The items 1,2,
12, 1992/ do not apply any more.

/dated Jan.

3) The items 3/in order to leave boundaries of Archdiocese resident
must receive permission from the Vicar/,6 - 12 still apply to the
resident.

, ’
Signed: QZL4mlAw é¥;XiZH

7
Printed Name: ‘ j#"lﬂ"ES f.(DD? (24

Date: 3—6—'q 2

Executive Directo
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837

March 6, 1992

Rev. James Hoder

Dear Jdim,

As per our conversation on Tuesday, March 3, I expect you to
write a check to St. Joseph Parish, 4821 South Hermitage, for three
months salary. Do not send it directly to St. Joseph's, but rather
directly to my office. I will send it on to Casey Szatkowski.

Fraternally yours,

(i

Rev. Patrick 0"Malley
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

om(m2{5424337 T0: ~ File (P. 0'Malley)

DATE: March 6, 1992

RE: Rev. James Hoder

1. I spoke to Casey Szatkowski, the pastor of St. Joseph's parish, where Jim
served as an Associate before being removed in November. I informed Casey that
Jim would not be going back to the parish. Jim is also'sending me a check for
those three months' salary which will be reimbursed to the parish of St.
Joseph's. '

2. Casey mentioned that they needed Spanish-speaking priests there if at all
possible. I told him I would be meeting with the Personnel Board this afternoon
and would pass on that information:to them. He thanked me at that time and we
signed off.
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/6/1992

F. Vicar for Priests

2. James Hoder ’75
ACTTON:
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/6/1992

Page 296

5. St. Joseph/Hermitage: Richard Zborowski ‘78 [Associate] is

involved in the June /92 Associate Change Process, and James

Hoder ‘75 will not be returning to the parish.

MOTION: 6 — 0 That St. Joseph/Hermitage be placed on the
"AM open Associate listing.

This parish will appear on a supplementary mailing list.

Page 5 of 10
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/6/1992

Page 297

F. Patrick O’Malley [Vicar for Priests]:

2. James Hoder ’75: Jim will not be returning to St. Joseph’s
on Hermitage. He is still a client of Pat O’Malley.

Page 6 of 10
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO -

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837
March 17, 1992

Rev. Casimir Szatkowski
St. Joseph Parish

4821 South Hermitage
Chicago, Illinois 60609

Dear Casey,

Enclosed you will find the amount for the three months'
salary that you paid Jim Hoder. Through my mistake, he was
accepting this money from you when he should have been
receiving it from us. I hope we didn't put you to too much
inconvenience on this.

I mentioned your request for an associate when I was
before the Personnel Board on last Friday, especially that
the priest who would come there might be able to speak
Spanish. I hope that the process of getting a new associate
will be a smooth one for you.

Again, I apologize for this mix-up. If there are any
questions, don't hesitate to give me a call. Have a good
Lent and a good Easter.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick 0'Malley
Vicar for Priests

- HINSDALE FEDERAL BANK

for:saving insdale;:llinois

! ) = . . s
U 3 RST INTERSTATE BANK' OF DENVER’:N.

Lo
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/20/1992

REPORTS: (03/20/92)

9. Casimir Szatkowski ’/50: Casey contacted Bd Fialkowski asking if
it was necessary for him to fill out all the forms for the ‘92
June Associate Change process. He is afraid that a man will be
assigned to the parish this year and after he retires next year,
his successor may not be willing to keep the associate. Also
Casey wants to be sure the Board knows that he cannot take care
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 3/20/1992

of three parishes alone. He is losing both Richard Zborowski /78
and James Hoder ’75 this year. He is in need of a Spanish

speaking associate.
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Page 314

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests’ Placement Board, 3/20/1992

Casimir Szatkowski ‘50: Casey contacted Ed Fialkowski asking if
it was necessary for him to £ill out all the forms for the ‘92
June Associate Change process. He is afraid that a man will be
assigned to the parish this year and after he retires next year,
his successor may not be willing to keep the associate. Also
Casey wants to be sure the Board knows that he cannot take care
of three parishes alone. He is losing both Richard Zborowski
/78 and James Hoder ’75 this year. He is in need of a Spanish
speaking associate.

Page 2 of 10
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PROTOCOL - JAMES HODER . 94/m lv[rrd&(
NER ]

Trinity House - 5 days (Tues. thru Sat.) 9 a.m.-3 p.m

=W N -

Free time

a. Sunday & Monday - 8 hours free - Call every 2 hours

b. Tuesday thru Saturday evenings - restaurants, movies,
plays - Call when arriving & leaving destination.
Save receipts or stubs.

c. If health club, call from club.

d. Visit with classmates or friends- Leave addresses &
pPhone numbers

e. Family visits - Leave addresses and phone number

f. Visit with priests of St. Joseph & other rectories.

. I

6. Army Mass - lst weekend of month.

Most important rule: Both resident and monitor desire to make this
monitoring successful. Neither resident nor monitors want problems
to develop and so, if a problem ever develops, it will be discussed
in a non-punitive way -- realizing that there are circumstances
that can develop that are beyond the control of the resident.

To better insure that no problems develop, resident will meet with
monitor or director about his day to day schedule, making explicit
the details of that day's monitoring. The monitor and resident
will decide on the time and place for telephone contact, which will
be recorded in daily protocol. This will help to clarify telephone
contact and reduce to a minimum honest but confusing judgments on
the resident’s part.

I full understand the need of the Archdiocese to respond to this
present concern. I wish to be a priest, and to continue my ministry
as soon as possible, I also recognize that I am entitled to be
treated "fairly and compassionately”" and that it is necessary for
me to adhere to the regulations set forth.

Penalties for non-compliance with phone monitoring without
sufficient reason will be the loss of next days traveling
privilege. Breaking any of the more serious rules of house or

unsupervised contact with minors would have more serious
consequences.

™5 15 Jmes wopee's
PEOPOS A  €E6ALDING THE

SUPPLENENT TO HIS  fLoscol
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April 8, 1992

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Archbishop of Chicago

Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Dear Cardinal Bernardin,

I am writing this letter to let you know where I am at in
regards to
where I would like to be in the future.

I have been a priest for 17 years. 1 have served many
different communities in this period -- people from many
different cultures, languages, and values. 1 have grown

personally and professionally by these many varied parish
experiences. Although there was a period of time that I was
unable to work at my best, this time is behind me. I look
forward to many more years of successful ministry.

When you again choose to assign me to parish ministry, I can
assure you that my professional and personal conduct ‘will be
exemplary, and with the holistic care I am now receiving, I hope
to continue in ministry for the remainder of my life. You can be
assured that I will never again put the Archdiocese or myself in
jeopardy.

Yours truly,
Rev. James Hoder

copy to Fr. Pat O’Malley

AOC 014810



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo (POM) ’

To: Mr. Andrew Pollard
PRMAA

Re: Rev. James Hoder

4/29/92

A client of mine, Fr. James Hoder, is
salary through the Pastoral Center.

In 1991, from February through July, a total of six months,
Hoder was out of an assignment and received no salary at all.
We have a tentative policy in place at this time which is
being studied by the Cardinal. That policy states that when
a man is in an unemployable state, he should not receive a
full salary, but, according to Canon Law, is entitled to some
stipend from the Archdiocese for living purposes. The
suggestion has been made that he receive the same as a
disabled priest. I am led to believe that that amounts to
$450 per month.

I cannot go back to the Pastoral Center at this time and ask
them to issue a check for $2,700. That money is coming to
Hoder, however, in justice. Would it be possible for the
PRMAA to issue a $2,700 check to James Hoder for past
services? Or if not directly to James Hoder, could it be
issued to our office and I would turn it over to James? That
way we might avoid getting involved in the whole tax
business. He will, of course, pay taxes and Social Security
on that amount of money.

Please check this out and be in touch with me whenever you
can. I do appreciate your attention to this matter.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File (POM)

Re:

James Hoder

4/29/92

I met with James Hoder on 4/28 and we talked about his future
in ministry. I proposed the following to him:

1.

That he would be allowed to help out at St. Michael the
Archangel parish, where Jack Tilford is pastor. This
would take place on Sunday mornings when he could say one
of the Spanish Masses and perhaps the Slovak Mass, which

Hoder claims he can do adequately. Jim will retain his
d, although his hours
off will be re-negotiated. He is not to get involved
with parishioners in any prolonged relational way.

This Sunday assignment will run until the end of August,
at which time we will review it and see how things have
gone. 1 will continue to stay in touch with Jack Tilford
regarding Jim Hoder.

I will notify Jack of what has happened to Jim and Jim
will explain it as well.

Hoder will not accept any salary or remuneration from St.
Michael's except for Mass stipends. Tilford is strapped
at present and can use this help. I told Hoder not to
contact Tilford until I have had an opportunity to speak
to him.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File (POM)
Re: James Hoder
5/1/92

In speaking to James Ray today about several requests that he
had made, I learned about an opening at the University of
Illinois Hospital. Jim Ray told me that a certain amount of
money has been budgeted for Catholic Chaplain, part-time at
the hospital. He thought that this might be a good

opportunity for Jim Hoder to begin some part-time work. It
wonld include about 20 hours per weex NN

P i Hode: is
1-I1ngual. 1s employment wou e acceptable to Hoder and

would help pick up his salary. The university hospital is an
800 bed hospital, but this positiion as I said would be part-
time.
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/1/1992

Page 374

10. James Hoder ’‘75: Pat is pleased with the progress Jim is
making. He hopes to be able to have Jim return gradually
to same kind of active ministry in the Diocese.

Page 6 of 10
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MAY 5,1992

S U P P L E M ENT
T O
INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL

FOR JAMES HODER

I have reviewed,understood and agree to all requirements of The Residence,
Protocol,and the following items:

1) Unaccompanied out-of-house privileges include the following:

Parish Pray Group -Thursday afternoon

Sunday and Monday - 10 hours free,Tuesday thru Saturday - 8 hours
free/visits with family,classmates and friends,priests of St.Joseph
and other rectories, I o o i ng
to restaurants,movies,theatres,health club/.

Classes at Loyola University - Tue. and Thu./May 19-June 25,6pm-9pm/.
Army Mass - lst weekend of month _

Mass at St.Michael Church /in Spanish and Slovak/ - every Sunday
/6.30am-9.00am/.

Celebration of mass at Mercy Hospital /only when needed and asked

to do so/ - Sunday.

2) Prior approval for celebration of masses /at the places other than
mentioned above/ and other religious services such as weddings,baptisms,
funerals etc., must be received from the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests

3) The item 6 from previous Individual Specific Protocol/dated Jan.12,1992,
does not apply any more.

4) The item 8 from ISP dated Jan.12,1992 still applies with the following
change:
the resident out of house is to call in every three hours unless
other arrangement has been approved by the Executive Director or
his designate.

5) Visitation by previously approved visitors can occur at Room 408 or
at Community Room,all visitors must sign in and out at the Community
Room. :
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The following items from the Individual Specific Protocol dated
Jan.12,1992 still apply to the resident:

item 3/in order to leave boundaries of Archdiocese resident must
receive permission from the Vicar/,

items 7,8/with the changes describes above/,9/with the changes
described above/,10,11,12.

Signed: Q’&ng /\]T”Q"‘\

Printed Name: :LA‘MES HDD LW

Date: )7’(»“‘:1 Sj 199 &

(Y%

A copy of this protocol will be kept on file at_

and a copy will be sent to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

May 13, 1992

Rev. James Hoder

Dear Jim,

As I promised, here is the check from the PRMAA for the
amounts of $450 for 6 months of 1991. This is a living

stipend, the equivalent of what a priest receiving disability .

from Aetna would be getting.

I just wanted to remind you that the PRMAA has been
instrumental in picking up the expenses for
your living over the past several months. If you are looking
for a good place to put any donations that you have contem-
plated giving, the PRMAA is a choice spot.

I hope everything is going well. See you soon.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File (POM)
Re: James Hoder
5/13/92

At the Senate meeting on May 11, 1992, I spoke to Jack
Tilford at St. Michael's about Jim Hoder. Jack said he would
accept Jim's help on Sunday morning, according to the
restrictions that I would lay down. I called Jim Hoder today
to tell him to conact Jack Tilford and I explained once again
the parameters of our agreement.

I have a feeling that Jim Hoder actually talked to Jack
Tilford before I did, but he says he did not. At any rate,
the parameters are:

1. That Jim Hoder would work with Jack Tilford on Sunday
morning. Jack would assign him a Mass or two. When Jack
finally sets up a second Spanish Mass, perhaps Jim could
take that Mass as well.

2. Jim is not to be paid by Jack Tilford but is to receive
his stipend for the Mass as is customary.

3. This arrangement will be in place up until September 1lst
at which time we will review it.

In the meantime I asked Jim Hoder to follow up on the part-

time offer at University of Illinois hospital. He said that
he is making an appointment to speak to the woman in charge

over at the John Paul II Center.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Oft. (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

May 14, 1992

Rev. John Tilford

St. Michael the Archangel Parish
4821 South Damen

Chicago, Illinois 60609

Dear Jack,

We talked on Monday, May 11, about the possibility of
Jim Hoder coming to help you out. I informed Joe Bennett
that he would be working with you. Jim has made some big
strides in his own personal story over the past few months
and we think he is ready to start to move back into some kind
of priestly ministry at this time. As I said, he will be
going there on Sunday morning to help you out in whatever
Masses are necessary. If you later on put on another Spanish
Mass, Jim possibly could help you with that.

Jim is not to stay overnight at the parish but is to go
there on Sunday morning and return to his present residence
on that same Sunday morning. He is not to receive any pay
from you, nothing more than just the stipend that he gets for
the Mass. Jim's salary is being picked up in other ways at
this time.

He is not to involve himself in work other than what is
immediately associated with the celebration of liturgy in
your parish. I will be in contact with you periodically to
see how Jim is doing. I will also be talking to him about
how he is faring at your parish. If anything happens that
you are uncomfortable with, don't hesitate to bring it up to
Jim. And then we can all discuss it together.

I hope this works out to give you a little relief in the
work at St. Michael's. 1I'1l1l be in touch.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

May 14, 1992

Rev. James Hoder

Dear Jim,

As per our conversation on May 13, I am asking you to
contact Jack Tilford of St. Michael the Archangel parish to
do weekend work. At the start, you will have one, perhaps
two, Masses on Sunday morning. According to our agreement,

you will not stay overnight at the parish, but will go there
on Sunday morning and return *‘1 when your
duties are comﬁlete in the mornini.

You are to receive no additional compensation for your
work at St. Michael's. I am instructing Jack to give you a
stipend for your Mass, but no other stipend for working on
Sunday. You will continue to recieve a full salary from our
office and that should be sufficient.

oing at st Michaol'c. IR
are doing at St. Michael's.

I think, Jim, that you have made a good deal of progress
in the last few months and it is my hope that that progress
will be demonstrated in your work over at St. Michael's. 1In
September, when we review the situation at St. Michael's, if
all has gone well, then we can look to extending your
particpation in ministry in some other way in the future. I
hope everything goes well. Let me know what happens with
that interview over at the University of Illinois Newman
Center.

!
Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

June 14, 1992

Rev. John Tilford

St. Michael the Archangel Parish
4821 South Damen

Chicago, Illinois 60609

Dear Jack,

I instructed Jim Hoder to tell you that he would not be
able to help out on weekends any more. I'm very sorry about
this, but with the new instructions from the Cardinal's
Commission, we have to take another look at how we will
restore priests to ministry after allegations of misconduct.
It's a difficult topic and I feel bad, as I know Jim does,
about this set-back.

I will be working with Jim in the near future to see how

he may go back into ministry. I hope things will go well
with you and I'll continue to look for someone who might be
of help.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File (POM)
Re: Jim Hoder
6/24/92

called me from Catholic Charities today to talk about
Jim Hoder. We had been pursuing a part-time chaplaincy for
Jim at the University of Illinols Hospitals. The offer to
Jim Hoder at this time is that he would work four hours on
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday each week, and also be on calls on

Mree days. He would work out his protocol with

Jim Hoder will find out what the pay is for that job, and we
will deduct that amount from his present salary. In other
words, we will make up to Jim whatever lacks in his total
pay. This may sound confusing, but we will work it out.

_ will sit down with Jim Hoder and explain what the
expectations are. Jim Hoder will also meet with the staff
over at the hospital to do the same. This could be a good
solution for ministry for Jim. He does speak Spanish and a
bit of Slovak as well.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
‘645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo (POM)

To: Rev. Patrick Pollard
Re: James Hoder

7/3/92

James Hoder is a client of ours and he recently completed a
course of training in the Spanish language. He is eligible
for a $500.00 continuing education fee from the Archdiocese.
I would ask you to make out a check for that amount to him
and send it to our office. We shall send it on to Jim. I am
sending with this a copy of the statement of account for the
bill run up at Loyola University.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 15, 1992

SUBJECT: Jim Hoder :
FROM: Reverend Edwin M. ConwaW

TO: Reverend Pat 0'Malley
Reverend John Canary
Reverend Andrew McDonagh

It is my understanding that there has been some final arrangements made for
Jim Hoder to begin a limited chaplaincy at Illinois University Hospital
Center. Starting August 1, Jim will work Sunday, Monday and Tuesday for four
hours each day. The rest of the time will be filled by Father Elliot who is
already on the pastoral staff at St. Luke's Hospital. We are fortunate also
that a permanent Deacon, Tom Coffey, who has training in clinical pastoral
education will do some of the pastoral care as well as coordinate and recruit
Eucharistic Ministers that can be utilized by all the chaplains.

I presume this meets with your approval.

CONFIDENTTAL
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August 1,1992

- INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL

FOR REVEREND JAMES HODER

I have reviewed,understood and agree to the following requirements of
this protocol:

1) Unaccomianied out-of-house activities include the fbliowini:

University of Illinois Hospitals - Pastoral Service - Sun.,Mon..
and Tue. - flexible hours,usually 4 hours a day.When on call,
normally twice a week,can go to U of I H whenever needed -
in case of night shift the resident is to leave a written note
to the residence staff member on duty

Parish Prai Group - Thu. afternoon

Army _mass - lst weekend of month

Mass at Mercy Hospital,when needed - Sun.

Bicycle ride - every day

Visits with family,classmates and friends,priests from St.Joseph
and other parishes

Church,going to restaurants,movies,theatres,health clubs,Mid-Town

Tennis Club,Shopping,participation at other social events - every

day.

2) Attendance at all activities and the specific names,addresses,time,
telephone numbers regarding resident's whereabouts must be entered
on the individual itinerary.If for some reason(s) the mentioned abo-
ve requirements cannot be met,resident is obliged to call in and up-
date the residence staff member about his whereabouts.

3) Resident is accountable for his own time and is requuired to support
his attendance at social events with physical proof i.e., movie tic-
ket,receipt from restaurant,etc.,If such a proof cannot be provided,
resident is required to call in the residence staff member from the
place of his destination.The telephone number from where the call
has been made may be verified be a staff member.Unlisted,unpublished
telephone numbers will not suffice unless previously approved by the
Executive Director or designate.Using mobile telephone is not permit-
ted.Repeated unsuccesful attemps to reach resident at the given num-
ber(s) will be followed by wtiting a memorandum.Such a memorandum
will be kept on file at North Vianney Residence.In case of repeated
violations,copies of original memoranda will be forwarded to the
Archdiocese VIcar for Priests and
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"4)" Prior approval for celebration of masses at the places itemized above
-and religious services such as weddings,baptisms,funerals etc., must
be received from the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests.

5) 1In order to leave boundaries of the Archdiocese resident must receive
permission from the Vicar.

6) Visitations by previously approved visitors can only occur at room 408.
All visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room - apt. 104.

7) No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the residence
unless prior approval has been obtained from the residence Executive
Director,treatment team and the Vicar for Priests or his designate.
Meeting with minors,in and out of the residence can take place only
in the presence of an approved companion.

8) Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of this protocol
will be addressed by the Executive Residence and/or designate and may
be grounds for modification of currently existing arrangements regarding

resident's stay || I such nodification will be

collectivelly determined by the Vicar for Priests and/or designate in
conjunction with Executive Director mln case
of emergency any staff member can modify this protocol until an admi-
nistrative decision can be made by the residence Executive Director
and/or designate.

9) 1In order to change this protocol prior approval must be received from

the vicar for Priests ||} |}jJbJuu_EIEIGIGEGEG i» conjunction with Exe-
cutive Director.

This is a workingldocument which can be changed,altered or superceded
where there is an indicated need to do so.

A copy of this protocol will be kept on file at_ and
a copy will be sent to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests.

Signed: glln4«ﬁ**ﬂ&é;&ab%

Printed Name: JA HODER

P-14-92

AOC 014826



Lo ~ T

TRANSFIGURATION CHURCH

P-?P-92
Tathe 123,
S0,
§ o Gy o Tt Hrvonty
Toandey v TWQ Sty o Py A uwll
W,\Js‘oo.oﬁ @QM A—zn—(ju,l_‘ % am«j\“w

G by
’7/)%/%

310 West Mill Street . Wauconda, lllinois 60084 (312) 526-2400 |

AOC 014827



N

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

August 19, 1992

Rev. James Hoder

Dear Jim,

I got your notice of August 8 that you're beginning at
the University of Illinois. Please let me know if you will
be receiving that $500 for the month of August. If not for
the month of August, then when does it begln? I need to
rearrange the salary with the Archdiocese.

I hope this really works for you and I'll say an extra
prayer that it will.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces handwritten notes received by Fr. Thomas Paprocki, Vice-Chancellor of
the Archdiocese of Chicago, on November 11, 1992, summarizing a conversation with Victim
MR regarding Victim MR's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. James Hoder.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File
From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Date: 11/13/92

Rer James Hoder I

Ed conway had received a call from |GGG o s
the director of Pastoral Ministry at the University of
Illinois at Chicago and for the hospital as well. She is the
one who agreed to take on Jim Hoder in a part~time capacity,
working in the chaplain's office.

She is extremely concerned about Hoder at this time, mainly
because she is receiving communications from a Fr.

who is the chaplain there, as well as from Deacon

, who is also a chaplain. They feel that Hoder is
not doing his work. On one occasion recently when they came
into the office he was sitting in his chair with his coat
over him, almost like in a fetal position. They think he
might be severely depressed. At any rate, he is not doing
the work that he was contracted to do. _ will
confront him on this.

also said that she spoke to carol Fowler about what
she should know about Jim Hoder regarding his background. I
explained to F that, for some reason, I did not
inform her of Hoder's background. I should have informed her
at the time, but I guess I presumed that she knew. That was
my fault and so I informed her about as much as I thought she
needed to know about his background and why he was in the
situation where he is at right now. She feels she may have
to share that with the Administration at the Hospital,
although she does not know exactly with whom. I told her I
felt she also had to do that and I would work with her to

inform them. Again, I told her that we would be meeting with
Hoder today to talk about this matter NN

H will confront Hoder next week on the question of
1S no oing the work. She will contact me beforehand,
before she speaks to the hospital authorities as to what
should be said and to whom it should be said.

Later on the 13th, Andy McDonagh and I met with Hoder I

. We tried to impress upon him the need to be
very active and alert in his work at the hospital. He has a
tendency to let up once the initial excitement is over.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

We also
stressed the importance of wearing his collar to be known as
a priest.'His future in ministry will depend on the report we
get back from the hospital.

We explained to Jim that we are going to be telling his
superilors at the hospital about his background - something we
should have done at the very start. Jim acknowledged that he
does not go into the pediatrics area nor work with young
people. It may end up that they will not want him once they
know of his background. We will deal with that when we come
to it.
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces handwritten notes of Fr. John Canary, Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese
of Chicago, dated November 21, 1992, summarizing a telephone conversation with Victim MR
and Victim MR's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. James Hoder. According to the notes,
Hoder fondled Victim MR on one occasion when Victim MR was in his mid- to late-teens.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Date: 11/25/92

Re: James Hoder

I spoke tom who is Jim Hoder's superior in
his ministry a e university of Illinois Hospital.
I

spoke with Fr. Hoder on Monday, Nov. 23, to
confront him with the information about his reportedly bad
work habits. She talked about the incidents that were
reported to her by other members of the staff. After
discussion with Hoder, she concluded that there was a
misunderstanding and a miscommunication. She did exhort him
in the future to stay home if he is not able to walk and get
to do his rounds.

She also indicated to him that there is no immediate
authority over him in the hospital setting, so he needs to be
a self-starter. She reiterated what we had told Fr. Hoder
the week before when those complaints first came in. He
needs to do everything at the very best capacity.

I also spoke to Fr. Paprocki today and asked him to send a
letter to Hoder withdrawing his limited faculties at the

University of Illinois Hospital and I asked him to send a
copy o (N
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Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, lllinois 606950

(312) 751-8220
Fax (312) 751-5381

November 25, 1992

Reverend James A. Hoder

Dear Father Hoder:

As explained to you by Father Patrick 0’'Malley, Vicar for Priests, it has
become necessary to place you on administrative leave from all ministry.
Accordingly, the authorization for limited ministry indicated in my letter to you
dated October 8, 1992 is hereby rescinded. In particular, you are to discontinue
ministry at the University of Illinois Hospital. In addition, your faculties as
a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago are revoked for the time being in accord
with canon law, especially canons 764 and 967 §2.

You are asked to return your celebret card to Father 0'Malley or me at your
earliest opportunity. '

Decisions about your future will depend upon further inquiry and
assessment,

Please know that you will be remembered in my prayers.
With every best wish, T remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Revereﬁd Thomas J. Paprocki
Chancellor

Given at the Chancery

a@m;& 2502 QUA

Vice-Cha llor

b
i

cc:‘//;everend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests
Ministry in Higher Education
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~Assumption Church

November 27, 1992
To Whom It May Concern:

| I was assigned as pastor of Assumption BVM parish in August of
'1984. Rev. James Hoder was already serving an assignment here as
associate pastor when I arrived. He left for another assignment
in 1985. I have been here ever since. -
During the time when we were both assigned here and in these
subsequent seven years, I have never heard from anyone in the
parish or neighborhood of any impropriety -- sexual or
otherwise -- with regard to Fr. Hoder. 1In these past few years,
everyone has become sensitized to the possibility of scandals and
this neighborhood is at least as rife with rumors as any other.
Nevertheless, I have neither personally heard nor heard from
anyone else about any impropriety on Fr. Hoder'’s part.

It is my understanding that Fr. Hoder was "pushed" into working
with young people after a couple of years of his being assigned
here. Some of the staff at that time thought that he should work
with the eighth grade. He confined himself to teaching religion
and to a couple of group trips. Later, because one of the eighth
graders was also gang-involved, he became friends with various
members of a local gang. I think that even Fr. Hoder himself
would now agree that he was a bit naive and ill-prepared to deal
with these "street kids". They gave him and the parish quite a
bit of trouble for a while, but no one has ever questioned his
good will and right motivation in his work with them here.

Sincerely,

pastor

2434 SOUTH CALIFORNIA AVENUE e CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60608 e 247 -6644
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Holy Ghost Churck s omon

SOUTH HOLLAND, ILLINOIS 60473

TELEPHONE (708) 333-7011

November 29. 1992

Rev. Patrick J. O0'Malley
Vicar for Pirests

800 North Clark Street #311
Chicago, Illinis 60610

Reverend and dear Father 0'Malley:

I am writing this letter at the request of Father James Hoder with whom
I served for some years at St. Ita Parish in Chicago, Illinois. I do not recall
the exact years, but I do know that it was in the early and mid-seventies.

In his phone call to me, Father asked that I address the issue of
sexual misconduct on his part with minors. I never heard of any allegations from
anyone about this matter. I did tell Father, and said that I would mention it in
this letter, that a young lady had come to me regarding an accusation involving a
former seminarian who was not a minor. The young man's name was I spoke in
confidence with another priest about the matter, and then brought it to the
attention of the Archdiocesan officials. Father Hoder tells me | EEGEG
over this accusation and that this matter was fully known to the

Archdiocese.

It 1s true that Father assocaited himself with younger people, and 1
did do some indirect checking into his behavior, but no one ever made any
accusation of any sexual contact or misconduct. I did talk to Father and
suggested that such assoclations were, from my standpoint, imprudent and could
occasion misunderstandings. I did note that many of the other priests of his age
who served at or 1lived at St. Ita Parish also had people in their 1living
quarters. I recall that both Monsignor Picard and I were somewhat confused at the
difference in lifestyle, but we both attributed. it to our difference in age and
formal education.

Other than the instance I mentioned above, no one ever brought anything
to my attention regarding Father's behavior in that are of 1life nor did I

personally observe anything.
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BREBEUF 8307 HARLEM AVE., NILES, IL 60714-2698
(708) 966 - 8145

Nov. 30, 1992

Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley
Vicar For Priests

645 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL - 60611

Dear Fr. O'Malley:

I am writing to you on behalf of Rev. James Hoder with whom I
spoke yesterday.

1 hereby attest that during the time that we were both assigned
to St. Ita's Parish, I neither observed, nor was I informed of,
any inappropriate sexual activity on his part. I further attest
that no such information had come to me until last week when I
heard that he had become involved in the current situation in the
archdiocese.

Respectfully,

In Christ

copy: Rev. James Hoder N
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL
(312) 7517999,  ext. 8384

P.O. Box 1979 = Chicago IL = 60690 «155 E. Superior = Chicago IL 60611»

/4

1 December, 1992

Rev. John Canary
Co-vicar for Priests

645 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear John:

Fr. Jim Hoder has been in contact with me, cencerning his on-going
discussions with the Vicar for Priests office. He has asked for
canonical advice regarding the actions that were taken in his case,
and any future actions that might result from pending allegations.

I have agreed to act as Jim’s advocate. Therefore, I would ask
that copies of any correspondence you send to Jim be sent to me.
As you know, a person only has a brief period of time in which to
lodge recourse against a decision. By sending me a copy of
anything you send to Jim, we can avoid any undue delays, should Jim
object to a decision that was made in his case.

If you would like to talk to me personally about this matter, you
can reach me at (312) 751-8384.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
/-l>o‘e\~.;.e,(_ ﬂﬁk&(s
(Rev.) Patrick R. Lagges

cc: Rev. James Hoder

L {
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St Thomas of Canterbury Parish
4827 North Kenmore Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60640

(312) 878-5507

Uptowwmn

... where many cultures meet

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
Archdiocese of Chicago

Dear Pat, Dec.2, 1992

My classmate, Jim Hoder told me that there are questions as to the
guality of his ministry in the past, and he asked me to write my
thoughts on the subject.

I remember the great enthusiasm with Jim came to the ministry and
the joy he had in helping people and praying with them. We had
regular contact then through the priests prayer group, and Jim
would on occasion substitute for me when I needed supply help.

Jim had a series of difficult assignments and I remember his
frustration as the 3Jjoy of his work was taken from him. In
particular I remember the enthusiasm with which he served the
Slovak senior citizens of Assumption parish. He was in the process
of learning Slovak when the Mass was cancelled and the community
dissolved.

I think that Jim brings some great gifts to the ministry. He is
very intelligent, and thus he is an insightful preacher. It also
has given him a great facility for languages. He speaks Spanish
with real fluency and understanding. He 1is also a very good
listener and has always exhibited a great kindness for senior
citizens.

It is my prayer that his enthusiasm can be rediscovered and his
considerable gifts can once again be of service to the Church.

I also pray that despite the difficulty of your work, you will
enjoy the peace of Christ this Christmas.

Your brother in the Lord,
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The Archdiocese of Chicago
721N. LaSalle
Chicago, lllinois 60610

312:266-6100

- - ; “du« U%o\fm?%%v
m m.}d@.%@%/;«
Joretle | + B Amaitpin w%&%
T coetn
| D e T ot ba Aolpped

Yuonn, Oty
7 8@%1%&%

AOC 014840



(o Gdk Q. o: |
Vieer fon fm«ztw

feue PA

R oD s T Y, A
A}SYQ'& Cosk  )428-14%). D W
/S SRR NS St A 7

/%/‘9_/71/

AOC 014841



COPY

December 9, 1992

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki
Chancellor

Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, IL 60690~1979

Dear Father Paprocki:

On December 7, I received your letter of November 25, 1992 in which
-you placed me on administrative leave from my ministry at the
University of Illinois Hospital, and suspended my faculties in the
Archdiocese of Chicago.

I accept your decision to rescind authorization for my limited
ministry at the University of Illinois Hospital, pending further
inquiry

However, I ask you to revoke your decree of suspension. Since
suspension from the exercise of ministry is a canonical penalty,
which must be applied according to the norm of law, I believe that
this penalty was illegitmately, and perhaps invalidly, imposed,
according to cc. 1341 and 1347.

I make this petition in accordance with c. 1734. Since the
postmark on the letter was December 1, 1992, and I did not receive
the letter until December 7, the latter date will be considered as
the date of reception of the decree.

I await your reply. I would also ask that you send a copy of your
replv to Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, 155 E. Superior Street, Chicago,
Illinois, 60611, who is acting as my advocate.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

(Rev.) James Hoder

cc. Rev. Patrick R. Lagges
Rev. Patrick J. O'Malleyv/
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L,OF CHICAGO

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690

Office of the Chancellor

(312) 751-8220
Fax (312) 751-5381

December 16, 1992

Reverend Patrick R. Lagges
Metropolitan Tribunal

155 East Superior Street
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Pat:

Father James Hoder has indicated that you are representing him as his
canonical advocate. As he has requested, I am sending you copies of the
Archdiocese’s official correspondence with him pertaining to his administrative
leave of absence, including my most recent letter responding to his letter of
December 9, 1992. 1In addition, I will send copies of future correspondence to
you, or will communicate with you directly, if that would be Father Hoder's

preference.

In tufn; you are asked to direct future communications with the Archdiocese
on behalf of Father Hoder to me, including communications with the Vicar for
Priests office. :

With every best wish, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
- /;-(/: LOWC 7 - }%/"“"JL
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki
Chancellor

cc: Reverend James A. Hoder
p~Reverend Patrick J. 0’'Malley
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

Office of the Chancellor MRAA P Post Office Box 1979
1A Chicago, Illinols 60690

(312) 751-8220
Fax (312) 751-5381

December 16, 1992

Reverend James A. Hoder

Dear Father Hoder:

I am writing in response to your letter of December 9, 1992 in which you
asked me to revoke my "decree of suspension." In making this request, you
indicated that, since suspension is a canonical penalty, you believed that this
penalty was illegitimately, and perhaps invalidly, imposed, according to cc. 1341
and 1347.

In reply, I wish to clarify that my letter of November 25, 1992 in no way
imposed a penalty of suspension in the sense of canon 1333. Rather, it was a
revocation of faculties. The difference between the two may seem
indistinguishable, but it is an important distinction since, as you point out,
there are some essential steps which are required in order to impose a canonical

penalty validly.

In contrast, the revocation of faculties is not a canonical sanction. As
stated in the enclosed article by Father James H. Provost, Chairperson of the
Department of Canon Law at the Catholic University of America, "Removing
faculties is an administrative act. The diocesan bishop can remove faculties,
as can another executive in the diocese authorized to do this" ("Faculties,"
Clergy Procedural Handbook [Washington, D.C.: Canon Law Society of America,

1992]).

As Father Provost indicates, even an administrative act has some procedural
requirements when it may have an adverse effect on the individual. Accordingly,
my letter revoked your faculties after you were heard by the Co-Vicars for
Priests, Fathers Patrick 0’Malley and John Canary and after they explained to you
the reasons why it had become necessary to place you on administrative leave from

- all ministry. In particular, I note that canon 764 does not require the ordinary
to state any reason for restricting or taking away the faculty to preach. In
addition, canon 974, §l says that the local ordinary is .not to revoke the faculty
to hear confessions habitually "except for a serious cause" ("nisi gravem ob
causam"). Precisely what constitutes a "serious cause" is not specified, but
would not necessarily require a finding that the priest was guilty of a canonical

offense.

, The position of the Archdiocese is that the nature of the allegations
"against you are such as to constitute a "serious cause" requiring the revocation
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Letter to Reverend James A. Hoder
December 16, 1992 - Page 2

of your faculties, at least for the time being. This should not be construed as
a finding of guilt, but rather, that the allegation itself, along with the time
and energy mneeded on your part to respond to further inquiry and assessment,
present a serious obstacle to the exercise of priestly ministry.

For these reasons, my letter of November 25, 1992 remains in effect.

As you requested, I am sending a copy of this letter and other official
correspondence with you to the priest you have appointed as your canon lawyer,
Reverend Patrick R. Lagges.

With every best wish, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Tleimeos ). Poprons

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki

cc: Reverend Patrick R. Lagges
Reverend Patrick J. 0'Malley
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17 December, 1992 @@PY

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Archbishop of Chicago
P.O0. Box 1979

Chicago, IL 60690

Your Eminence:

In accordance with c¢. 1737, I am hereby petitioning for
hierarchical recourse against a decree issued on November 25, 1992
by Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. I received this decree on December 7,
1992. In this decree, Fr. Paprocki rescinded Archdiocesan
permission for me to engage in limited ministry. At the same time,
he removed the faculties granted to me by cc. 764 and 967.2.

The decree removing these faculties is at issue.

My reasons for petitioning that the decree be withdrawn are: (1)
Removal of faculties which are granted by the law itself is a
canonical penalty, according to c. 1333, since these faculties are
not considered “favors” (cc. 76ff), but “rights” (c. 38). (2)
While penalties can be inflicted administratively, proper procedure
must be followed in doing so. This procedure was not followed in
my case. (3) The decree did not fulfill the requirements of c.
51, since it did not state the reasons which prompted it. (4) The
"serious cause” specified in c. 974.1 was not demonstrated.

Therefore, I request that you reverse the decree which Fr. Paprocki
issued, removing those faculties granted me by the law itself.

As I stated in my letter of December 9, 1992, to Fr. Paprocki, I
accept his decision to rescind authorization for my limited
ministry at the University of Illinois Hospital, pending further
inquiry and assessment.

I await your reply. I would also ask that you send a copy of your

reply to Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, 155 E. Superior Street, Chicago,
Illinois, 60611, who is acting as my advocate in this case.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

(Rev.) James Hoder

cc: Rev. Patrick R. Lagges
Rev. Patrick J. O’Malley -~
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki
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December 30, 1992

To Whom It May Concern:

I was asked to share my observations regarding Father Jim
Hoder while he was residing at St David's Parish at 3210
South Union, Chicago Illinois. It was my understanding that
he was given certain directives by his superiors regarding
his association with youth and minors. I was not informed of
the details, I was only informed of just general house
rules that Father Jim was to abide by.

buring Jim's residency at St David, I was serving the
parish in the capacity of Pastoral Associate. I worked with
Jim for four years. My association with Jim was pleasant,
cooperative, supportive, and very pastoral. He took his
ministry seriously and carried out whatever he was asked to
do. :
To my knowledge, Father Jim carried out his directives
regarding the minors while he was on the premises of
St. David's parish. I have not seen the minors with Jim in
the bedroom areas nor have I seen Jim entertain them in his
living quarters with closed doors.

If I can be of further assistance, do not hesitate to
call me at I rresently, I am a full-time student
at Loyola University, Chicago.

Sincerely,
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" S1. DAVID CHURCH

3210 S. UNION AVE.
CHIGAGO, IL 60616
(312)842-0055

January 18,1993
To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter at the request of Fr. James Hoder, who
who was my associate at St. David Church from 1585 until August, 1990.
He has asked me to address two concerns that were raised by the Vicar for
Priest's in a meeting that he had. These concerns had to do with Fr.
Hoder's terminating of his relationships with certain young people
from his previous assignment at Assumption parish, and his contact with
people here at St. David. |

As directed by Fr. Ventura, then Vicar for Priest's , Fr. Hoder
was to terminate contact with several young people he had known fram
Assumption parish. Within a short period of time of about three months,
he fulfilled this request. Secondly, as regards-to visits of any people
in our private rooms, I suggested to Fr. Hoder as a matter of prudence
that he always keep his door open when having guests. He again was
campletely faithful in following this request in the time he was associate
pastor at St. David's. Finally, no one has ever come forward to me with
any complaint about Fr. Hoder's conduct with ﬂaerrsel&es; I hope that
this letter will be of help to the Archdiocese in ‘grantj.ng Fr. Hoder

a future assignment.
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1 105 West Adams Street
Tuite, Stratton & Menaker ams St

Chicago, Illinois 60603

Phone 312/641-1022
Fax 312/641-6765

Patrick A. Tuite
Brent D. Stratton

Ronald D. Menaker

January 21, 1993

Father Patrick O'Malley
Archdiocese of Chicago
Vicar for Priests

800 N. Clark Street
Suite 311

Chicago, IL 60610

Re: Father James Hoder
Dear Father O'Malley:

As you know, our office has been retained by Father. James
Hoder: concerning the allegation that was reported to you . in
November 1992. ‘' We have advised Father Hodér not to make any
direct response to you concerning this allegation. However, we
would like to bring certain matters to your attention.

In 1986 or 1987,
ather Hoder also was asked to

discontinue contact with certain individuals from the parish to
which he was then assigned, which he did shortly thereafter.
_ The fact that Father Hoder discontinued contact
with the individuals at his then parish is corroborated by the
letters of Father Millard O'Keefe and Sister Leonette from St.
David. Father Hoder also asked the priests who have worked with

him since ordination to comment on the possibility of other '
allegations. Their answers are on file.

As for any legal ramifications, our office has advised
Father Hoder that, as best as we can determine, there is no risk
of any criminal prosecution arising out of either of the
allegations since the statute of limitations has run on both of
the allegatlons In addltionx our offlce has adv1sed Father o
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Tuite, Stratton & Menaker

Father Patrick O'Malley
January 21, 1993
Page 2

Hoder himself and the Diocese are beyond any risk as far as a
lawsuit with respect to the first allegation, and that there is
only a very remote possibility of some civil action being filed
on the second allegation. According to the information we have
received, apparently neither of the two parties making
allegations have ever indicated that they would take civil action
against Father Hoder or the Diocese.

We believe that all of these facts point toward Father Hoder
being favorably considered for a priestly ministry in the
Archdiocese, and that the trials of the past year,

have made him a better priest then he

has ever been.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 1If you
have any questions, do not hesitate to call us.

Sincerely,
/‘T«J\@S%ﬁ%k/
Brent D. Stratton

BDS:ss
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February 2,1993

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL

FOR REVEREND JAMES HODER

I have reviewed,understood and agree to all requirements of
this protocol:

1) Unaccompanied out-of-house activities include the follo-
wing:

Merci HosEital - meals - everi dai

- - ________________| ‘

Parish Pray Group - Thu. afternoon

Army mass - lst weekend of month

Mass at Mirci Hoiiiiii - ihin iiiiid,Sundays

Bicycle ride - every day

Visits with family,classmates and friends,social
events/dinning,movies,theatres,shopping,etc.,/ -
every day

2) Attendance at all activities and the specific names,ad-
dresses,time,telephone numbers regarding resident's whe-
reabouts must be entered on the individual's itinerary.
If for some reason(s) the itemized requirements cannot
be met,resident is obliged to call in and update a staff
member about his whereabouts.The phone call should be
made as soon as possible /as soon as change(s) in indi-
vidual's schedule has been made/. :

3) Resident is accountable for his own time and is reqiured
to support his attendance at social events with physical
proof /i.e.,movie ticket,receipt from restaurant,etc.,/.
If such a proof cannot be provided /visiting family and
friends,dining at private residences,etc.,/ resident is
required to call in the residence staff member from the
call in every four hours unless decided otherwise by
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

the residence Executive Director and/or the Archdiocese

of Chicago Vicar for Priests or designate.The telephone

number from where the call has been made can be verified
by a staff member.Unlisted,unpublished and/or mobile te-
lephone numbers will not suffice.

Unsuccessful attemps to reach resident when out-of-house
will be followed by writing a memorandum.Such a memoran-
dum will be kept on file NG '~ c:sc

of repeated violations copies of original memoranda will
be forwarded to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests.

In order to leave boundaries of Chicago metropolitan
area resident must receive permission from the Vicar or
his designate.

Prior approval for public celebration of masses and
other religious services such as weddings,baptisms,fune-
rals ,etc., must be received from the Vicar for Priests
or his designate.

Any contraband materials such as alcohol and pornography
will be confiscated and can be done by any staff member.
VCR is not permitted at resident's apartment unless per-
mission has been granted by the Vicar

Visitation can only occur only at resident's apartment.
All visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room.

No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at
the residence unless prior approval has been received
from Executive Directorh and/or the Vicar
for Priests.Meetings with minors,in and out of the re-

sidence,can take place only in the presence of an appro
ved companion.

Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of
this protocol will be addressed by Executive Director
and/or designate and may be grounds for modification of
currently existing arrangements regarding resident's
stay I S uch a2 modification will be
collectively determined by the Archdiocese Vicar for
Priests and/or designate in conjunction with the residen
ce Director I
In case of emergency,any staff member can modify this
protocol until an administrative decision can be made by
Executive Director and/or designate.
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10)

11)

12)

In order to change this protocol prior approval must be
obtained fron the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests

This is a working document which can be changed,altered
or superseded when there is an indicated need to do so.

A copy of this protocol will be sent to the Office of
the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests.

Signed: Q/L{/}/m,{/ /L{Qh
()

Printed Name: J AM T 5 Hoo e

Date: 35—2‘ M-S"L"{'ﬂ?

Executive Director:
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Date: 3/29/93

Re: James Hoder

I met with James Hoder today to talk about his situation
regarding the Fitness Review Board and a possible request for
re-entry into some partial ministry in the future. I
explained to James all the ramifications of such a request,
namely that he would have to petition the Cardinal first for
permission to go to the Board
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PROFESSIONAL GROWTH

Rev. James Hoder
5-11-93 Prebs. Day 25.00
12-93 Books 268.50
Total
$293.50
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MEMO

TO: Rev. James Hoder
FROM: Steve Sidlowski
DATE: July 12, 1993

RE: Reimbursement Check

Encleosed is check in the amount of $25.00 as reimbursement for
Presbyteral Day in May, 1993.
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ARCHEDIGCESAN SABBATICAL BOARD
CENTER POR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY
ST, MARY OF THE LAEE UNIVERSITY
MUNTELEIN, ILLINGIZ 0080
{313} 56&~6401

SARBATICAL REVIEW AND EVALUATTION FORM

Wame I Phans

Addross Year of
Ordination

Presunt .

Asgilgnment A

Docation of yvour Sabbatical

matas of your Sabbatical

%

Bristly desvribs the components of your sabbatical:

3 Bow did your sabbatical meot vour goals?
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3. How has your sabbatical affected vour ministry and vour CAresy
develomment?

PROGRAM:

1. Describe the guality of instruction of the program in which pidetH!
participated:

<»  Describe the depth of the programs

30 How would you describe and evaluate the ather participants in
centributing to your experisncea?

RIS

4. Describe the gquality of the spiritual components of the progran
{e.g. prayer lifs, worship, reflection, spiritual dirsction, eto.}:

S, Describs the guallity of the program’s environment, in terms of;

a. Liovatriony

B. oomfort:

¢, food service:
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"
.

4. housing:

. sztra~curricular activities:

%

Did the program offer you personal assistance in the areag of:

a. spilritual direction Yea A N

1f ves, describe ilts gualivy:

b, acadenic counseling Y No &

FrrvvevITRRREES anmnmnrnn

1f ves, desovibe itz qualluy:

2. personsal counsallng

~~

¥ ves, describe its gualluy:

Werg other cptions made avallable to you in addition to the
asle program? Yus Bo %

----------- e

1F ves, please dessribe:

Owarall, how would you rats the proygran?

would you o ' roa financially worthwhile

cvarpriced

Plgasne szpliain why:
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10, Would you recommend this site/program to other priests?
Yez i W

gualifisrs on youry response:

ARCHDIGCESAN CONCERN:

Lo How were your minlsterial responsibilities coversd while vou wers
AWAYY

L

2. Deseribe the extent to which your absence caused hardships in YOUr
ministerisl setting:

3. Was your remuneration {salary, oar
by you on time?

4. Was your incone sufficliant to meet v

Mo

sanraraaiannann [V

e

[ 21

< Tuo what extent did you feel "connectsd” with the Archdiceese suring
vour sabbatical?

. Bid you rsgularly recsive archdiovesan mallings?

ey

s

Yes

7. To what extsnt was communication negsssitatsd and oxecuted with
and by the Center for Development in Minigbry?
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GENERAL:

1. What was moszt satisfying to you about your sabbatisgl?

£. What was least satisfying to yvou about vour sabbatical?

3. Any further comments and/or suggestions for the Sabbatical Board

amd the Center for Development in Mindstry?
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

CHECK REQUEST

PAYABLE TO:__ James Hoder $ 268.50
(PAYEE) (CHECK)
J
Social Security # If payable to
Individual
MAIL: RETURN CHECK TO:_ professional Fitness Review
DEPT. # EXPENSE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
CODE
1Q-135 "Specific Expense Categories" $.268.50
$
$
$
$
$

REMARKS : Professional Growth Expense - magazines and

books

DATE: 12-20-93 REQUESTED BY: Rita Mongan N
APPROVED BY: ;;QLEL;~&9 Q>/'(Z{;§ﬂjv1%1\

——

(Revised 7/89)

Sl tee'l /-F-TY 7 297275
62;1 ﬁﬁ%ozr /ccf—;af/
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo

To: Rev. Thomas Paprocki
From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Date: 2/19/94

Re: James Hoder

The Cardinal, Fr. Canary and I met with Fr. James Hoder on

2/18/94 to speak about the next step I
The Cardinal told Hoder that hlS presumptlon at
this time is that Hoder would not be coming back into active

ministry and that therefore we needed to begin
some alternate work e e

Hoder was not ready to discuss this step. Instead, he made a
fervent plea for the removal of Canon 1044. He feels that he
is psychologically capable of further ministry. It was

ointed out to him that he had made this request once before.

The upshot of the matter is that the Cardinal acknowledged
Hoder's right to question the c. 1044 and to seek its
removal. So the matter must now go back to the Chancellor,
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, for his input. Somehow a way must be
found for a review of this decision, which will be acceptable
to both Hoder and ourselves. Therefore the outcome of the
review of the decision would be binding on both parties.

In a later conversation with Fr. Paprocki, I suggested that
the Cardinal request that this case go before the FRBD for a
final recommendation. Paprocki seemed to think it would be
appropriate. .
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

March 5, 1994

Rev. James Hoder

cardinal Stritch Retreat House
Post Office Box 455

Mundelein, Illinois 60060

Dear Jim,

I brought your most recently expressed concerns before
the Advisory Board and the Cardinal this past weekend. They
agreed that the situation of your being placed under Canon
1044 can be reviewed.

Because you are basically asking for a return to
ministry and a removal from the prohibitions of Canon 1044,
the Board felt it was appropriate that your request be
brought before the Professional Fitness Review Board. The
Cardinal agreed.

The next step will be for you to call for an appointment
for you and your attorney to come to our office. There we
will go over your files and designate which materials will be
turned over to the PFR Board. Anything that has to do with
treatment for mental health is of course privileged to you
and you will have to look that matter over and decide whether
and how you want it released. Give me a call when you get a
chance and we will set up a time for you to come in.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE,OF CHICAGO

Office of the Chancellor

MEMORANDUM

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690

(312) 751-8220
Fax (312) 751-5381

To: Reverend Patrick J. 0’Malley
Vicar for Priests
cc: Mr. Stephen Sidlowski
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki'777f3
Chancellor
Date: March 10, 1994
Re: James Hoder
Pat,

In response to your memo of February 19, 1994 regarding James Hoder,
in order to remove the impediment of Canon 1044, it would be necessary for the
Cardinal to have further consultation with an expert in the field.
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MEMO

TO: Jim Hoder

FROM: Steve Sidlowski

DATE: March 17, 1994

RE: Subscription reimbursement
Jim,

Please forward some type of receipt for magazine
subscriptions. I need receipts in order to request a check.

Thank you.
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Teyy Cardinal Bernardin
Prom: Rav. Patrick OtMall
Dates 2B/

Ry Rev. J%L,S Hoder

John Canary and I meb with Jim Hoder and Fr. Pat Lagges

ACCUREANYING him as a Canonical consultant, We met on
S/28/94. We spoke of the Advisory Boardis recompendations
vou and explained the following points bto Hoder:

witd renain under canon 1044 [

ko)

PR

.[(

foag

~ Thiz is an as ,3qvwvnt ot a regusast Therefore, 1f he
refuses Lo g, hw will he under Mu\pamv*ﬁn,

AR

154

v g

- We msat a3 tismeline for Huodey to be :m_ He iz ta

aryrive there no labsy *zaa Mcn ay, June 13

RN

& ~ 1 am gathering the regulsite papers
2y of vecommaendation to the
to the letter that you

L0

ather and we will

»

gant thers for

May I suggest the foliowing text:

Draft
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Ple send the ovriginal of this lebtter to sur offlice and we

R P

Pleass
will inoclude it in the papers we need to send

B ok you much for your attention to this

matieyr.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. John Canary
Date: 9/6/94

Re: James Hoder

1 - Bernadette Connolly called today to discuss Jim Hoder’s

situation. Jim was back in Chicago for the Labor Day
weekend. *
|

He contacted Bernadette to say that he had been
in an accident over the weekend, and he was unable to return
until his car was repaired.

Bernadette asked him if he was OK, and he said that he was
fine. He had brought the car to a repair shop, and they told
him it would be about a week before the repairs could be
done. ’

Bernadette felt uneasy about this situation. She contacted a
friend in the police department, and the policeman checked
the records and there was no record of an accident.
Bernadette found out that Jim’s car had been towed by Lincoln
Towing over the weekend from a lot on the north side of
Chicago. Jim had not mentioned this to Bernadette. She was
confused by these events, and she wondered if Jim was telling
her the full truth.

I suggested to Bernadette that she call Jim and ask him to
come in to see her on Wednesday morning. I suggested that
she ask him to bring the police report of the accident. If
he is unable to bring a report, I suggested she might share
the information that she received from the policeman.
‘Bernadette was hesitant to do this.

Bernadette felt that Jim should return m on
Wednesday. I agreed with her. She said she wou contact
Jim Hoder and ask him to come in and meet with her on

Wednesday morning. At that time, she would tell him that he
needed to return on Wednesday.

3 - I c211lcd on Tuesday,
9/6/94. He was concerned that Jim Hoder had not returned on
time. He said that Jim Hoder called him one hour before he
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

was due to arrive back I B s2id that he

was not sure how much to believe of what Jim told him. [N
said that Jim is a very manipulative person.

I explained to [jthat Bernadette will meet with Jim
tomorrow morning. We had made a decision that Jim would

return to _on Wednesday. I s2id
that he would plck Jim up at the airport.

4 - Bernadette called on Wednesday morning. Jim Hoder
brought a police report. Bernadette told him that he would
have to return _on Wednesday. Jim wanted
to drive back in the car he had rented while his own car was
being repaired. Bernadette said she thought he should return

immediately by plane. She was concerned that otherwise Jim
would be coming back to Chicago to get his car. From her

conversation with Pat O’Mallei, she felt that Jim should stay

I spoke with Jim and told him that he would have to go back
_today by plane. I tolghi we would make
arrangements to get his car down to“when it was

repaired. Jim was not happy with this arrangement, but he

was compliant.
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Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Date: 10/14/94

Re: James Hoder

I visited Jim Hoder

on Tuesday, Oct. 1l1. We discussed the
following points:

We told him
that he must have a job by October 31 or they will have to
let him go back to Chicago.

2 - When he comes back to Chicago, his options are limited.

He will be asked to submit his resignation _

3 - Hoder said that it is difficult for him to look for a job
I where he knows nobody. There is some

validity to this point. Perhaps it is best that he come back
and look for work in Chicago. I could put him in touch with

_to give him some advice.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Date: 1/25/95

Re: James Hoder

After several attempts, Fr. Hoder finally was able to get through
to me today. I told him that I wished to acknowledge the fact
that he is now earning money independently and that I would ask
him to work with me to divise some kind of way that he can
contribute to offset costs for his stay in St. Louis. I wanted
to get Fr. Hoder involved in making some kind of pro-active
offer. He agreed to work something up and get it to me as soon as
possible. Once I receive it then he and I can discuss it and
come to some kind of conclusion. He said he would do that before
next week.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Oft: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

February 8, 1995
Dear Jim,

As John already informed you, I am scheduled on February
18th to appear before the Professional Fitness Review Board.
At that time, I have been asked by the Cardinal to share
information on your situation. This is in keeping with the
Cardinal’s promise that all past cases would be reviewed by
the Fitness Review Board once it was up and running.

Because your situation was originally handled under our
previous procedures (before the Fitness Review Board was
organized), the Cardinal and his advisors feel the
information ought to be shared anonymously with the Board.

With this letter, I am enclosing the full text I will
use in my presentation to the Board. There are a few slight
changes from the text John gave you. I will have to answer
questions, of course, but I will not include substantially
more than what this typed text contains.

Please read it over carefully. If you have any questions
about it or if you wish to make any representations about it,
feel perfectly free to get in touch and I will be open for
discussion. This is a delicate matter and I want to do it in
the fairest way possible.

I do not anticipate any great changes being suggested by
the Board. I will of course take their recommendations to the
Ccardinal for his study and decision. His schedule is so
crammed right now that it may take a while to get back to you
with the final word. I’11 speed the process up as best I can.

I will try to get in touch with you by phone before
February 18th to get your reaction. But again feel free to

call me if and when you like. John tells me you and he had a
good meeting in St. Louis. I keep you in my prayers always.

OW Z%,H ,4gi b‘ofgﬂ

Fraternally yours,
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Fax: (312) 642-4933

2) Fr. B. about 46 in 1995

Presenting problem: In July, 1985, an allegation arose dating
to 1976 of a sexual relationship with a teen-age boy.

Background:
Took a
leave of absence 6/81-6/82. There seemed

to have been no more recurrence of the above-described
behavior.

Fr. B was told to avoid company of minors. Regular monitoring
meetings with VP (Ventura). Fr. B continued working in a
parish setting.

In 12/86, the VP records that Fr. B was having work troubles

!not of a sexual nature! in his iarochial assiinment. VP asks
. Ventura continued to meet with Fr. B. regularly.

In 3/90, Fr. B’s pastor had complaints about Fr.’s ministry
and his focus on helping young people. Housekeeper also made
some vague allegations of him being "gay", and entertaining
young men, some of whom may allegedly have been minors, in
his rooms. Pastor made no such allegation, but did feel Fr.
B. lacked direction and purpose and was ineffective.

2.4
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In 8/1/92, I, he began monitored part-

time hospital chaplaincy. No admission to pediatrics area was

allowed. Hosiital suieriors knew of his problen.

In 11/’92, another allegation involving inappropraitely
massaging a young (17-18) man arose from ’83-’85 time frame.

Ministry: As of 11/92, the Archdiocese determined no more
ministry possible. A review of this decision was petitioned
by Fr. B and, in 4/94, the canonical ruling was reconfirmed.
As of 2/95, no more ministry in the future is envisioned.

Living: Since withdrawal in 11/91, he had been living in the
I Retreat House setting until 5/94. Since then, he
resides at a supervised & monitored project out of state
seeking to develop skills for other work outside ministry.

Protocol: No unsupervised contact with minors, no presenting
himself as a priest publicly. No priestly ministry.

Monitoring: Under our ongoing direction, he is monitored by
the professional staff on site.
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Feb. 12,1995
Dear Pat,
I had a fine meeting with John Canary this past‘week.I appreciate
his care and understanding very much. Time prevented me from bringing
up another concern of mine, which has been on my mind often sincelour

meeting here this past October.My concern has to do with this.

originar 1y, | : : - rroscnte
as a place to come to any receive job training. _

I hcn this training vas completed,

I would be returning to Chicago. 'I have been here six months and I have
received no job training, other than the few days that I Teceived at
my job. IT begannworking aththe beginning of November. In Your recent
letter about paying some of the expenses has made it even more urgent
for me to have an answer to my question. What is the point of my continuing
to stay at _if all T am to do is go looking for work?
How long am I going to stay here? And what will determine my returning
to Chicago?

If T am not to be back in priestly ministry,yet I am not being asked
to resign, then I want, I need clearer direction in terms of job training.
If I am to work for the diocese in a non-ministerial job, what job will
that be, and how can I prepare for that job now? If I am not going
to be given a diocesan job, then why am I working here in St. Louis, when
T will then have to begin to search for a job again when I return to Chicago.

As I see it, it makes no sense. for the diocese to have spent $12,000+ this

past six monthsfor me to receive nothing more than room and board here in

St. Louis.
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In closing I would like to say that I have learned much about

myself this past six months. I have learned that I can go out and find

a job. [N
_ But I am very lonely and depressed here. I do not
see that as a very healthy state of mind to be 1in. I miss my faﬁily andd
my friends. I miss Chicago very much. But most of all I miss my freedom. -
T still want to be a priesf. But I know that circumstances beyond anyone‘é
control has made that just about impossible in the United States. It

has presenfed me with a real crisis of faith. Inhave been hoping, prajing
for some kind of miracle, I guess. That is why I even agreed to come

down here. But séon I feel it will be time to move on to something new.

I need to put these extremely painful last three years to some closure.

Any help that you can give me in that regard would be very much appreciated.

Yours truly,

S g
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Date: 2/14/95

Re: Rev. James Hoder

At 7:30 on 2/14/95 I spoke to Hoder by phone regarding the letter

he had received from me along with the revised summary which I
will be presenting to the Professional Fitness Review Board on
2/18/95.

Hoder agreed with the changes that I suggested from a previous
summary which Fr. Canary had brought to him on a recent visit to
St. Louis. We went over the paper and he agreed that I could go
ahead with it.

Hoder also said that he would be sending me his proposal for the
use of the money that he is making at this time vis a vis the
expenses that he is incurring.
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VICAR FOR PRIESTS
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Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Feb. 27, 1995
Dear Jim,

In responée to your letter of Feb. 2, may I offer the
following observations.

Before going to B you vere informed that there was
no future in priestly ministry for you in the Archdiocese.
Sending you I 2 ncant to help provide an
atmosphere in which you would focus on getting gainful employment
outside the Church structure. You have shown that you can do that
- as you state in your letter.

You are now asking for some clarification on what the future
holds for you. I can give some you some sense of the future, but’
to some extent that depends on you and your choices.

1. If you choose to remain a priest which you have a right to do,
- you will not be in ministry;
- you will live in a supervised setting with suitable
monitoring for the foreseeable future;

- besides the room and board mentioned above, the
Archdiocese will provide benefits, and a modest
stipend, if necessary, for expenses;

- you will be expected to get a job in the public sector,
and you will be expected to pay a reasonable percentage
of your living and therapy costs based on your income.

All this could take place either in Chicago or elsewhere,
depending on circumstances.

2. If you choose to resign from priesthood and seek laicization,

- you will be able to live on your own;
- you will not be monitored by the Archdiocese—
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- with some restrictions on the types of work you might
pursue (none with minors), you will be able to seek
employment in Chicago or wherever;

- you would owe nothing back to the Archdiocese.

While some aspects of these options may not be easy to
consider, the choice is yours to make, Jim. What we have been

trying to do is show you that, NN
ﬁ you are able to make it on your own and thus make the

right choice for your future. You have more confidence now than
you had before. Your desire for more autonomy is stronger now
than it was before. I hope your options are clearer.

The information in this letter is not the last word by any
means. It it the beginning of a dialog. You undoubtedly will have
comments, questions, and reactions. Please don’t hesitate to be
in touch as we pursue this question further.

Fraternally,
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
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Memo to File

From: Rev. Dan Coughlin
Date: May 18, 1995

Re: James Hoder

With - and -:

Jim Hodar is wasting his time and the money of the Archdiocese.
He is very manipulative and keeps spending money on books,
cigars, enjoys his meals and movies. He is not showing

initiative and expects entitlements. _

Pat O’Malle'y has made it clear and I should do nothing to create
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a more vague picture for him. They thought Pat 0’Malley would not
be surprised if Jim is now waiting for 20 year pension. They
agree with this perception. He needs a letter, probably from the,
Cardinal, stating the next steps. In their opinion Jim seems to
be a child in an adult body. Looking and blaming others for his
life.
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611
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Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Date: 8/12/95

Re: James Hoder

On 8/9/95 I visited with James Hoder in St. Louis. We had lunch
together and talked about his situation.

Hoder has been very frightened now that the time for making his
decision is getting closer. He hopes that he will not be a
failure. He has avoided decisions most of his life and knows
that that kind of escape behavior has to stop.

He is to call me on Saturday, 8/12, to set a final date. I
encouraged him to set the date no earlier than 9/23, when I would
be returning from my vacation. He agreed that was a good time.
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Hoder did call on 8/12 and set the date for his return to

Mundelein for the weekend of 9/23. I will notify Fr.
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September 23, 1955

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL
FOR REVEREND JAMES HODER

I have reviewed, understood and agree to all requirements of this
protocol:

1. Unaccompanied out-of-house activities include the following:

Visits with family, classmates and friends, social events/
dining, movies, theaters, shopping, etc. - every day.

2. Attendance at all activities and the specific names, addresses,
time, telephone numbers regarding resident’'s whereabouts must
be entered on the individual’s itinerary. If for some
reason{(s) change(s) in individual’s schedule has been made,
resident is obliged to call in and update a staff member as
soon as possible.

3. Resident is accountable for his own time and is required to
support his attendance at social events with physical proof/
i.e. movie ticket, receipt from restaurant, etc. Resident is
required to call in every four hours unless decided otherwise
by the Residence Executive Director and/or designate. The
telephone number from where the call has been made can be
verified by a staff member. Unlisted, unpublished and mobile
telephone numbers will not suffice.

Unsuccessful attempts to reach resident when out-of-house
will be followed by writing a memorandum. Such a memorandum
will be kept on file In case of repeated
violations copies of original memoranda will be forwarded to
the Office of Vicar for Priests.

4. In order to leave boundaries of Chicago metropolitan area,
resident must receive permission from the Executive Director
or designate.

5. Prior approval for public celebration of Masses and other
religious services such as weddings, baptisms, funerals, etc.,
must be received from the Vicar for Priests or designate.
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10.

11.

12.

-2-

Any contraband materials such as alcohol and pornography will
be confiscated and can be done by any staff member. VCR is not
permitted at resident’s apartment unless permission has been
granted by the Executive Director and/or designate.

Visitation can only occur at resident’s visiting room. All
visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room.

No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the
residence unless prior approval has been received from the
Executive Director and/or designate. Meetings with minors, in
and out of the residence, can take place only in the presence
of an approved companion.

Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of this
protocol will be addressed by Executive Director and/or
designate and may be grounds for modification of currently

existi rangements regarding resident’'s stay [ IIGcGzGzczNzN
ﬂ Such a modification will be collectively
determined by the Vicar for Priests and/or designate in
conjunction with the Executive Director

In case of emergency, any staff member can modify this protocol
until an administrative decision can be made by Executive
Director and/or designate.

In order to change this protocol prior approval must be
obtained from the Vicar for Priests and/or designate.

This is a working document which can be changed, altered or
superseded when there is an indicated need to do so.

A copy of this protocol will be sent to the Office of
the Vicar for Priests.

Signed:

Printed Name:

Executive Director:

Date:
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Mémo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Date: 10/16/95 '

Re: Rev. James Hoder

On 10/7 I met with J i he office. He is back from
St. Louis and living in Mundelein under protocol
as directed by Bernadette Connolly. '

We talked about the need for Hoder to move on at this time. He
still finds this a very difficult thing to talk about and is very
frightened. It is my feeling however that if he does begin to
make steps towards re-ordering his life, then he will not feel so
frightened.

In the course of our discussion we covered the following matters:

1. As far as training for the future, Jim would like to look
into the possibility of getting some training in library science.
He will be talking to the people at Rosary College to find out
what it is that he will need, what type of grant/in/aid help is
available, and what our help might be in this regard.

’ 4.
d I told him to start looking for an apartment or to

continue the dlalog with his brother to see if his brother would
allow him to move in there. 'I encouraged Hoder on this saying he
would have a measure of independence much quicker were he to
establish a residence.

5. With regard to job counseling, I told him that I would talk
to I Conpany and see if [l would be
able to help himn.
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I told Jim that we needed to have all of this in place no later
than six months. Since he returned on Sept. 23, we would hope to
have this completed no later than March 23, 1996. Jim was
relieved at the fact that we were giving him a few months since
-he was under the impression that it would only be a few weeks.

Jim asked for permission to go on vacation and I told him to be
in touch with Bernadette Connolly, the monitor, to set up
whatever protocols are necessary. We tentatively set up a
meeting for Oct. 23, but I heard later from Jim that he would not
be able to make that. When he returns to Chicago, we will re-set
that time.
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Ooct. 27, 1995

Rev. James Hoder

Koenig Hall

Cardinal Sstritch Retreat House
Mundelein, Ill.

Dear Jinm,

I wanted you to have a summary of some of the things we
discussed at our last meeting on Oct. 25th.

2. Residence: This was a difficult subject to discuss. It
obviously is somewhat symbolic of this whole direction away from
priesthood. I think I understand its significance for you.

You have talked to your younger brother about the possibility of
living with him. That dialog apparently is still alive. I i
advised you to start looking for an apartment. You indicated
that something in Oak Park might be a preference. I told you
that we would be able to help you with initial rent costs and the
furnishings.

3. Educational training: You are to call Rosary College around
the 30th to see about the courses on library science. You will
find out what kind of monies are available in grants and how we
might help in this regard. You said you are currently enrolled
for computer classes in a local college.

4. Finances: You have made plans to consult a financial advisor
about your own situation.

5. Job procurement: I gave you the name and number of NN
who has agreed to see you. Please call
him as soon as possible. And may I remind you again to dress up

‘nicely for this meeting since it will be a formal business

setting from the outset.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
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645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

6. Health insurance: I told you that we would certainly build a

health insurance packet I

7. Legal representation: I reminded you to be in touch with Pat
Reardon at M vho will help you through this process.

You and I will meet again on Friday, November 3 at 11:30 to
go over what progress has been made.

Again I encourage you to use the energy you seem to have at
this time to take care of the matters discussed above. Especially
try to accomplish the hardest ones first.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933 November 3, 1995

Dear NN

I received your letter concerning Jim Hoder. First off, I
want to thank you for the letter. And I want to thank you for

the support and encouragement that you express in that letter for
Jin.
I know you guys

have a very difficult life at this time. And yet somehow you
seem to persevere, which is a tribute to your own strength and
the grace of God.

With regard to Jim, his situation is a complicated one.
There are many aspects of that situation that we need to
consider. There is of course, the good of the priest himself,
which is very important. But there is also the wider good of the
Church. I know you understand the complications, probably better
than most. 1In the present climate, we do not think there is a
place for Jim in the active ministry. I know that is very
difficult for him and others to hear, but it seems to be one of
those truths that needs to be faced. That does not mean that
he is a bad person. I do not believe that.

We are trying to work diligently and sensitively with him
during this transition to make sure that he is treated justly. It
will be painful, as you know. But I think, both for his sake and
for the Church’s sake, it should go forward. I know that I do
want to help him, but I also acknowledge that the help we offer
Jim may be seen as really pushing him further away. Obviously he
needs your ongoing support and prayers.

Again, thank you for your letter. I’m sorry that my
response cannot answer adequately all your concerns. I will keep
Jim and you in my prayers and I ask the same from you.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo

To: Mr. James Serritella
From: Rev. Patrick O’Malley
Date: 11/4/95

Re: Rev. James Hoder

On 11/3/95 I met with Hoder and his attorney, Patrick Reardon.

1. Hoder is seeing IIGEGIEIEINIIINIIIIIEEEEN - ;s
getting help through [ vwho is suggesting that Jim focus on
getting a job rather than further education at this time. Reardon
and Hoder may have other thoughts in this regard.

2. Hoder is voluntarily taking a computer class at Triton.

3. Hoder has made inquiries at Rosary about the requirements
necessary for a degree in library science. There would be course
work required, but there is the possibility of available grants
to help pay for the courses. Reardon and Hoder will have to
discuss whether it is more important to get this training at this
time or to get a job. That discussion is ongoing.

6. Hoder has still not pursued an independent residence, but I
have encouraged him to begin to do that.
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Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611
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Cardinal Stritch Retrent IHI@&H@@

December 14, 1995

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of November:
.
Rev. John Hoder.......... cerees 425.00

THANK YOU

P.O.Box 455 1000 E. Maple = Mundelein, IL  60060-0455 (708) 566-6060 FAX (708) 566-6082

AOC 014905



Cardinal Stritch Retreat House

January 5, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of December:

Rev. Ken Hoder..... ceetecrcan s .o 425.00

THANK YOU

P.O.Box 455 1000 E. Maple  Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 (708) 566-6060 FAX (708) 566-6082
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Cardinal Stritch Retreat House

February 2, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of January:

Rev. Ken Hoder.....ceeceeeeee 425.00

THANK YOU

P.O.Box 455 1000 E. Maple = Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 (708) 566-6060 FAX (708) 566-6082

AOC 014907



itch Retreat House

C&Mﬂin&ﬂ Otr

March 7, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinoios 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of February:

Rev.-ggﬁ Hoder...... Cest e eneas cieseas 425.00

THANK YOU

n

e
‘\\IJ,' N )
o AL 2 2 e

‘e

1
LJ;-:;:: LTI T Y, SRR 4

P.O.Box 455 ® Mundelein, Illinois 6006Q-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082
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L3y

It was 2 a.m., the usual time for my sadness and anger to visit

me. I had been toésing and turning for an hour. I was angry at myself,
at God, at the world. Finally I cried out in my desperation,

"God, if Yoq@on't save me from this, I am not going to serve you

any longer as Your priest!"

What was the cause of my deep,dark despair? what was driving me
to give up my pries;ly vocation, my most precious possession?

Was it alcohol?Sex?Gambling? The work? no, it was none of.these.‘
Rather it was something that people make jokes about. They make
light of. It was the fact of my obesity.

At th%; point in my life, I was more overweight than I had ever
been-;;EQ;—fffe. I do not know how much I weighed. I gave up wanting
to know when my scale(up to 300lbs) no longer registered an
accurate w;éght. I used to joke with another priest(whﬂgied as a result
of alcohqlism) that outside my bathroom there was this pile of
destroyed scales, victims of my not so amusing anger. We would
then laugh. At the time it seemed funny. It isn't now.

Obesity, overweight, pleasingly plump, girthful, fat, and
the latest adjective, morbidly obese, they all applied to me. It
didn't seem right. It certainly wasn't fair. How could this have happen-
ed to one of God's priests? And what was I going to do about it?

I had no idea. And not having any idea made me desperate. Each
day I would wake up, promising myself, this is th®¥e day I am
;ea;ly going to begin my diet. I'm really going to do it. Yes, I
will.

AOC 014909



But I didn't. I couldn't. I would calculate the number of
years I would need to diet, and I would despair. By noon time I
would be in my crazy eating cycle. By evening I would again hate
myself. I had failed again. I was a failure.

I would pray to God fq;/strength to diet, to lose weight.'"Give
me the strength I had in 1963,age 14, when I lost 60 1lbs, Lord.
(Gained back.) Givé me the strength I had in 1981, when I lost
80 1bs.(Gained back, %gé>more) But I found no strength. I had no
strength. This weight problem was stronger than I Was, and I was
getting weaker,day by day, aﬁd it was getting stronger.'I was beginning
to believe that only a death by cancer or some other debilitating
disease was the only way I would sove my weighte# problem I even
imagined the pall bearers struggling with my coffin. God, I feell
sorry for them. Maybe cremation.

If I am painting a dark picture for you, it is because it was
dark for me. It was black as a night without a hint of moonlight.
Think of your blackest hour, stare at it, in the honesty that only
comes to us at 2 in the morning, honesty and feelings that can
no longer.be denied. That was me.

But just when it seemed that death would be a preferable blessing,.
when all I knew was my failure, my grief, my despair, in a meeting

with Pat O'Malley abewssamethel=matstex, a by-the-way moment of grace

happene

AOC 014910



I have to admit that I believed I knew everything there was to
know about my eating disorder-everything except how to solve it. They
say that Thomas Edison knew 10,000 waysngg make %%ight bulb,
and I knew as many ways not to deal wit@@y eating disordex.

But I went, and I sat, and I listened, and my eyes were opened.

Today, March 8, is my

3 month anniversary of following a food plan, and following the 12 step
recovery program. I cannot find words to express the gratitude

and joy and serenity that I am beginning to feel in my life

after 40+ years of crazy, out of control eating. I say 40 years
because even before I began grade school at Presentation I was

haviﬁg problems with food. Forty years, echoes of Exodus, the chosen

people in the desert~ 1954 to 1995- it was a long,long time.
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To close, I know that there are other priests out there who
are smiling, joking, jovial in public about their eating disorder. I
was that way myself. I also know that there can be an incredible
rage inside, that only another compulsive overeater like me can
understand. YOu may have lost hope for an answer. YOu may have
given in to despair about overcoming this crippling disease. But I
want to tell you th&t there is hope. I have found ig@or.myself.
There is a way to return from the early grave you may be heading

for. There is recovery, a day at a time, if you choose, from

our life-long eating disorder. "If today you hear His voice, in my

words, in my story, harden not your hearts!" Call. There is help.
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March 30, 1996
Dear Jinm,

As I told you in our conversation, this is the process for
petitioning to get out from under Canon 1044:

1. Write a formal letter to the Cardinal (copies to Bishop
Goedert and Vicars for Priests) asking him to 1lift the
restrictions you are presently facing under Canon 1044.

2. Mention that you would like to be able to meet face to face
(if you indeed want to do so) with whomever he would designate to
make recommendations on your request.

3. Usually, the Cardinal will ask the advice of the advisory
board rofessjonal Responsibility Administrative Committee -

4. The Board makes the recommendation to the Cardinal. He has the
ultimate say. '

Jim, I do want you to get a fair hearing, but you should
also realize that this appeal may not be responded to positively.

If it is not, then'iou and I need to iet on with our ilanning for

the near future.

- You have undoubtedly made progress and have a

healthier outlook at this time, so that end was accomplished.
Whether it will result in changing our original plan, I cannot
say. But please don’t get your hopes too high. You don’t need
more disappointments. Hope you get that job driving.

Fraternally,

AOC 014913



itch Retreat House

Cardinal Str

April 11, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box # 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of March:

Rev., Ken Hoder...oveeeeeeneaennn 425.00

THANK YOU

P.O.Box 455 * Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 * Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082
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April 17,1%9%&

Teayr Cardinal Bernardin,
I would like you to reconsider and to remove the canonical
penalty that you placed on me in December 19%2. T am ocurrently

living at the Stritoh retrsat house and am not involwved in

WIRLSLYY.

The last review of my status was in April 1%%4. Since thabt time
I have made progress in the issues that have caused the diccese
and mysell concern in the past. I would also ask that a representative
e appeinted with whom I could meet in orvder to work out the
rrocess and the details for this revisw. Thank vou for your

attention to this matter. Yours truly,

P e Mol
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MEMO from

CARDINAL BERNARDIN

Lf/lf/?b

: ___ Information
v~ Comment
Approval
Signature

l/Please draft a reply
for my signature.

Please reply in your
own name.

Please return

Per conversation

Remar::qe W,Wﬁ)
Yot Ime atoond—

hov, pleace eael-
ha Nodoy Lellie prsX
be desuned wbh Tom
OWW"LWW

' fiy: "»%
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Cardinal Otr

tch Retreat House

May 14, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.P. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of April

Rev. Ken Hoder..eoeevoeease ceeee 425.00

THANK YOU

Y
h IR -
P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082
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Memo to File (hods53)

From: Rev. Patrick 0O’Malley
Date: 5/18/96

Re: James Hoder

On 5/18/96 I met with James Hoder and his attorney, Patrick
Reardon, to discuss the next step in Hoder'’s petition to get out
from Canon 1044.

I also told Jim he should not have high expectations of being
allowed back in ministry at all. I told him that the Cardinal
must weigh

other factors as well, namely, the past record of Hoder, his
compulsivity, his failure to observe proper boundaries in his
ministry.
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itch Retreat House

Cardinal Str

June 6, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of May

Rev., Ken HOQEr .o v evvernoeeccncnonnn 425.00

THANK YOU

P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein, Illinois 60060-045S5 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082
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itch Retreat House

Cardinal Str

July 25, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of June

Rev. Ken Hoder. ... ceeeeeroeoennnons 425.00

THANK YOU

JUL =0 1996

P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082
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itch Retreat House

C&rc&lﬁn@l Str

August 6, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of July

/;c‘n Rev- Ken Hoder..o.occ-.-c-co'..oc'o'i' 425'00

THANK YOU

P.0.Box 455 ® Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-8

Ol -

RN f\'n m
Sy \ "
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itch Retreat House

Cardinal Str

September 6, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.0. Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of August

Roev. Ken Hoder.....eovesossosccosnas 425.00

THANK YOU

a
NN ,r)

('-ﬁ =L

P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ® Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-‘%’()‘6‘&6@82»
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C&r&ﬁm&ﬂ Otr

tch Retreat House

October 4, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.0. Box #1979

hicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of September

Rev- Ken Hoderlotool..oolloooo

THANK YOU

ECEIV

E

P.O.Box 455 * Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082

WN@WMWW@“
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itch Retreat House

Cardinal Otr

November 4, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests Assigned here for the month of October

Rev. Ken Hoder.....voecvveecaves 425.00

THANK YOU

SN ;o
SOP

P.0.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566:6082 . ...

EESTROV LA
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Cardinal Str

tch Retreat House \

December 5, 1996

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.0. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of November

Rev. Ken Hoder....evceecevecesceesst 425.00

THANK YOU

ol

P.0.Box 455 » Mundelein, [llinois 60060-0455 « Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082

{
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January 16, 1997

ouse

F'—ﬂ ‘Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
== p.0. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of December

Rev. Ken Hoder.....cceaceeeoee

tch Retreat

1

THANK YOU

Cardinal Str

P.O.Box 455 ® Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 * Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082

AOC 014926



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

January 28, 1997

Rev. James Hoder

Dear Jim,

When you and Pat Reardon and I met on January 14th, I
told you that this office would pay your tuition for the present
term at the Adler School of Professional Psychology. I have
since received the bill which you forwarded to me and it will be
paid in the near future.

With regard to your request that this office pay your
tuition for nine hours next term, I told you that I would have to
bring that request before our advisory board (the Professional
Conduct Administrative Committee). I made the proposal at
yesterday meeting where it was rejected. The committee feels
very strongly that a great deal of money has already been
expended in an attempt to help you "get on your feet." The

If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Sincergﬂ&,

e ' )]
R?G. Lawrence McBrady
Vicar for Priests

cc: Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LAa SaleE
leRED T £5C0 |
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tch Retreat House

1

Otr

February 7, 1997

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of January

Rev. Ken Hoder.......coeeeeevenacannnas 425,00

THANK YOU

AOC 014928



itch Retreat House

Cardinal Str

March 4, 1997

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.0. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here for the month of Febrﬁary'

:77”‘] Rev.mHOder.......................... 425.00

THANK YOU

)
v

' NP

P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847—5686:.6.0,8.2..,,‘..,,.‘.,,:,._‘3
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April 1, 1997

I[(O)TUIS@

M Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests aésigned here for the month of March

RGVo Jim Hoder..........o.....o.. 425.00

tch Retreat

THANK YOU

1

Cardinal Otr

P.O.Box 455 * Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 ¢ Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082

AOC 014930



May 1, 1997

ouse

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.0. Box #1979

t:::ﬁ Chicago, Illinois 60690

t

ﬁj Priests assigned here for the month of April

Rev. Jim Hoder.....ccceeeeosccssnesse 425.00

tch Retre

1

Cardinal Str

P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein. [llinois 60060-0455 * Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/23/1997

Page 735
AGENDA
Meeting: #73rd - Fifteenth Board
Date: May 23, 1997
Place: Priests’ Placement Board
Present: Rev.: Jeremiah M. Boland, John M. Collins, Kevin J. Feeney,

Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. McLaughlin, Steven W. Patte,
John S. Siemianowski.

Absent: Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo.

I Opening Prayer: Rev. John M. Collins TIME:
I Acceptance of Minutes: VOTE:

m Reports: (See Attached Sheet)

v Acceptance of Agenda: VOTE:

\% Business:

PRIESTS:

9. James Hoder ’75
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/23/1997

Page 738

9.  James Hoder °75: Jim will resign from the priesthood within the week.
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tch Retreat |

1

Cardinal Otr

June 5, 1997

Ms. Bernadette Connelly
Professional Fitness Review Board
P.O. Box #1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Priests assigned here during May

Rev. Jim Hoder........... e ee 425.00

THANK YOU

P.O.Box 455 ¢ Mundelein. Illinois 60060-0455 ® Tel 847-566-6060 Fax {8;&1:.5.66=608’2“""”2
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CHICAGO

Ofior of the Chancaior Post Officn Box 197%

Uhioags, Blinois 90590

Aug uwt 26, 1997

fames Hoder

Drear him

The Office of the Chancellor has been wformed that you have resigned officially from the
active ministry as & priest and that Archbishop George has accepted your ;esigmiwn As vou leave
the getive ministry, you may have some quiestions 3?)0{1& the pr actical imphications of your situation.

This change of status means that your faculties to minister s a priest are withdrawn, You
are no longer authorized 15 exercise priestly ministry, {0 present yoursel as a priest or as an officiad
represestative of the Archdiovese of Chicags or any compenent of i, or 1o wear clerical garh

Your pasticipation in the e of the Charch is to be that of a Catholic layiman, except that
there are certain restrictions about Church employment and ministry for resigned pricats. Hence, any
smnisterial celebration of the Sacraments of sacramestals is excluded. O course, the Sacrgment of
Fenance may be administered 1o one in dasger of death. You are gsked 1o consult with the Oifice
of the Vicar for Priests or the Otfice of the Chancellor regarding the appropriateness of any other
mirstries i the Church.

Despite the official tone of this letter, please be assured of the gratitude of the Archdine
for yourr service 10 this local Chusch.

In arder to change your canomical status from cleric o fayperson, you will need to seek
dispensation froam the obligations of pm,xthmd Brough laicization. You can iniliate such a
process by speaking with Father Emmett Gavin, 0.Carm., Vice-Chancellor. He can be reached
at JI2-751-8211. He is assisted in preparing these pcusmns by Father Robert 3 Gelalnger, 8.1,
Asgsociate Chancellor. Contrary Lo some smpressions, the Holy s See 13 reaponding favorably Lo certain
petitions, 1 am coufident that Father Gavin and Father Geisinger will do all that they can o assist Y
wéth this process, if there are any further questions concerning your status, please do not hesitate
to contact Father Guvin, Father Geisinger or myself.

smeerely yours in Christ,

w*“" 7 TR

{ e sy (  foeptos g

Reverend ihomﬁ&: 3. Paprocki
Chancellor

YVige-{Chancelior

AOC 014935



Latter of Father Paprocki
o James Hoder
August 26, 1997

Page 2

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar Genergl

Reverend K. Peter Bowman, Modergior of the Cusia/ Vicar for Administration
Reverend Emmet J Gavin, O, Carm, Vice-Chancellor

Reverend Daniel P, Coughlin, Vicar for Pricsts

Reverend Lawrence P, McBrady, Vicar for Priests

Reverend Jeremiah M. Boland, DHocessn Priests’ Placoment Board
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

MEMO

TO: Fr. T. Paprocki
FROM: Fr. L. McBrady
RE: James Hoder

DATE: | August 26, 1997

This is to notify you officially that James Hoder has resigned
from the active ministry. While his resignation was effective on
May 24, 1997,

This would be an appropriate time for him to receive
your letter instructing him on his status as a resigned priest.

Jim’s current address is:
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card

. . y No image
James Allen Hoder somn: [l ordained: 051141975 Diea: Ethnicity:
Attached

Assignment Position Begin Date End Date
St. Ita Parish (Broadway St.) Associate Pastor 05/23/1975 06/11/1982
Assumption BVM Parish (California Ave.) Associate Pastor 06/11/1982 06/01/1985
St. David Parish (Union St.) Associate Pastor 06/01/1985 07/01/1990

Sabbatical 07/01/1990 12/31/1990
St. Joseph Parish (Hermitage Ave.) Associate Pastor 08/23/1991 11/14/1991

Resigned 08/27/1997

Extraordinary
Appointments:
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/29/1997

REPORTS: (08/29/97)

1.

James Hoder ‘'75: Thomas Paprocki [Chancellor] has written to Jim
informing him what his change in status (resigned from active
ministry} means. His faculties to minister as a priest are withdrawn, he
is no longer authorized to exercise priestly ministry, to present himself
as a priest or as an official representative of the Archdiocese of
Chicago or any component of it, or to wear clerical garb. There are
certain restrictions about Church employment and ministry for
resigned priests.  Any ministerial celebration of the Sacraments or
sacramentals is excluded. Jim is asked to consult with the Office of
the Vicar for Priests or the Office of the Chancellor regarding the
appropriateness of any other ministries in the Church. And that he
can contact Fr. Emmett Gavin if he wishes to pursue laicization.
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/29/1997

Date:

Place:

Present:
Reverends:

Page 817

MINUTES

Meeting: #82nd - Fifteenth Board

August 29, 1997
Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center
Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins,

Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. McLaughlin,
John S. Siemianowski, Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo.

Absent: Rev. Steven W. Patte

| Opening Prayer: Rev. John Siemianowski 10:10 A.M.

I Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 6-0-1

i Reports:
1.

James Hoder '75: Thomas Paprocki [Chancellor] has written to
Jim informing him what his change in status {resigned from
active ministry) means. His faculties to minister as a priest are
withdrawn, he is no longer authorized to exercise priestly
ministry, to present himself as a priest or as an official
representative of the Archdiocese of Chicago or any
component of it, or to wear clerical garb. There are certain
restrictions about Church employment and ministry for resigned
priests. Any ministerial celebration of the Sacraments or
sacramentals is excluded. Jim is asked to consult with the
Office of the Vicar for Priests or the Office of the Chancellor
regarding the appropriateness of any other ministries in the
Church. And that he can confact Fr. Emmett Gavin if he
wishes to pursue laicization.
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Memo to the file
From: Larry McBrady
Re: Jim Hoder
Date: 1/8/98

This afternoon I received a call from Jim Hoder. Jim recently
attempted to use his insurance card and was turned down. Upon
checking with Gallagher-Bassett, he was told he had been removed
from the program effective 12-1-98. I told Jim this was not
correct and that some error had occurred. I assured Jim he would
be reinstated.

Jim pointed out that he has lost a full month of coverage. He
asked to be extended for one additional month. I agreed to
extend coverage to 6-15-99. After that time, he has the option

of buying into our program for an additional six months. -

I contacted Alex Becker. He thinks he may have removed Jim
Hoder’s name even though he had not been given any authorization
to do so. Alex will see to it that he is immediately reinstated.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

April 19, 1999

James Hoder

Dear Jinm,

I hope things are going well for you.

As you may recall, we extended your insurance for an
additional month after it was learned that you were accidentally
deleted from our list. I am writing to remind you that, per our
agreement of January 8, 1999, your health insurance coverage will
be terminated on June 15, 1999. You have the option of extending
your coverade for an additional six months by paying to have the
coverage continued. Please let me know if you are interested in
the extension. If I do not hear from you I will assume you have
made plans for your own coverage in some other program after June
15th.

If there is any way I can be of help to you, please let
me know.

Sincere

nce P. McBrady'
Priests
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VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE

ACTION SHEET
ACTION TO BE TAKEN: K ¢ cPinG DATE OF REQUEST: 57/27/%1
TRACK o# Jin Lone - NEEDED BY: / & ﬂfz_/
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility . P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, llinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205

PN dakihs Fax: (312) 751-5279
. MEMORANDUM
erm b
TO: * RalphBonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

veer™ 7 Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
/Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility

John O’Malley, Legal Services

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board

Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
WNP

FROM: Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

. DATE: February 6, 2004

RE: [PFR-16]Hoder, James (Resigned)/ -formerly John Doe)

Attached 1s a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 2/6/04. We are opening
a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the Review

Process by attempting to arrange an interview with Please advise this office of any
information you may have in your files regarding Hoder, James, ,

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachments

cc: Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway
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7/16/200

Login Nam«

David Deitz

Agency Record Number
Child Abuse Investigations and Re LEGL/C0200/284#2

Secunty Administrative Access, Legal
Home Location

Legal Records - Case Files - PFR-16 Hoder, James (Resigned )| rotoco!
95/06/04

Destroy Permitted

Current Location Child Abuse Investigations and Review (CAIR), Office for
since 7/16/2009 at 11:11 AM
Notes 45561.02

[ End of Report |(24W709125001 Dataset Timmaster |
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ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

AN

7252 2N

Post Office Box 1979 I Chicago, Nlinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review
1 East Superior
Suite 504
Chicago, IL 60611

Mundelgik, IL. 60060
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7/16/200

Login Namt

David Deitz

Agency Record Number

Child Abuse Investigations and Re? LEGL/C0200/284#3

Security Administrative Access, Legal
Home Location

Legal Records - Case Files - PFR-16 Hoder, James (Resined) /M inancial File
95/06/04
Destroy Permitted

Current Location Child Abuse Investigations and Review (CAIR), Office for
since 7/16/2009 at 11:14 AM
Notes 45561.02

[ End of Report |24W709125001 Dataset Trimmaster |
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| Leah McCluskey - Allegation to Read ' ] T ' Page 1)

From: Leah McCluskey
To: Grace, Edward
Date: 3/3/2008 4:10:16 PM
Subject: Allegation to Read

Hello Fr. Grace,

u please attempt to contact the former Rev. James Hoder? | have an allegation made by-
to present to him if he would be willing to schedule a time to speak with us.

Thank you.
Leah
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO FILE GOPY

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth P P. O. Box 1979
Office of Assistance Ministry & Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 312-751-5388
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax

MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayra Flores, Assistance Ministry
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop’s Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

From: Ambi Jeffries, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Re\(ew ﬂ& )
Date: August, 1 2007
Re: Hoder, Rev. James (Resigned) / | G

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 07/31/2007.

Please advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding

Hoder, Rev. James (Resigned) and /or [ N NENEGTGTNGzGNG

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation
pertinent to this case to this office within 5 business day so f receipt of this memo to
ensure that the investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment

Cc:  Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.
Rev. John canary, Vicar General
Very Rev. James Presta, St. Joseph Seminary
Rev. Dennis Lyle, Mundelein Seminary

B Sim wumidle, A’HO‘Y\IUI
Sonn O Malley, 0f{ice of begal Su\/\ca{
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces email correspondence between Victim MM and Leah McCluskey, Director
of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, dated July
27,2007 to August 7, 2007. In Victim MM's initial communication, he informed Ms.
McCluskey that he was sexually abused by two difference Archdiocesan priests, Fr. James Hoder
and Fr. James Flosi, in 1977. Victim MM also sought information as to the process for filing his
claims against Hoder and Flosi. In her response, Ms. McCluskey discussed the process for
Victim MM to formalize his allegations.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
4

Post Office Box 1979

Office of Legal Services
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

John C. O’Malley
Tel: (312) 751-5379

Director

Fax: (312) 751-5252

e-mail: jomalley@archchicago org
August 10, 2007

RECEIVED
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Ms. Shauna Boliker AUG 1 3.2007
Assistant State’s Attorney ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGD
State’s Attorney of Cook County : N 355'% :%R CHILD ABUSE
2650 South California, Room 11 D 10 DNS AND REVIEW
Chicago, Illinois 60608

RE:
Our File #07 SC 091
Date of Birth: Unknown
Date of Incident: 1977 (for about 2 years)
Location of Incident: St. Ita Rectory

Dear Ms. Boliker:

Please be advised the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Office for Child Abuse Investigations
and Review has received an allegation from* that he was sexually abused by Fr.
James Hoder, an Archdiocesan priest in 1977, when he was 17 years old. Fr. Hoder is resigned

from ministry.

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let
me know.

Very truly yours,

@M CEr
ohn C. O'Malley

Director of Legal Services

JCOM:dd

cc: Ms. Leah McCluskey |/
! Mr. James A. Serritella

f Ms. Elizabeth Yore

i SCDirs\07SC091\SANotiﬁcationR-

{
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C.

2ZIND FLOOR  IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-700D
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7500

JAMES A. SERRITELLA www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER
(312) 340-7040
jecmitela@burkelaw.com

November 14, 2007

VIA FACSIMILE _ & U.S. MAIIL,

- Re:  EEEIRcv. James Hoder
Deall

I am following up on your letter of November 2, 2007 regarding the above matter. I have
passed your correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Director of the Office for Child Abuse

Investigations and Review for the Archdiocese of Chicago. It is my understanding that someone from
her office has been or will be in contact with you about this matter.

~ Please direct your communications about this matter to James Geoly of our office (312-84@
‘7080) or the undersigned. o

‘ Very truly yours,

%%-M

James A. Serritella

ct: . Leah McCluskey (via facsilﬁﬂé)' .
Matthew Hunnicutt (via facsimile)

James C. Geoly

11/14/2007/1:44 PM/09891/00851/452666/1
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" BWM&S 11/15/2007 3:26:42 PM PAGE 009/008 Fax Server

November 14, 2007
Page 2

bcc:  Reverend Edward Grace (via facsimile)
Reverend Vincent Costello (via facsimile)
John O'Malley (via facsimile)

11/14/2007/1:44 PM/09891/00851/452666/1
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® ®  HriLE cory
ARCHDIOCESEOF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

MEMORANDUM
To: File- 16
From: Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie
Re: Hoder, Rev. James [Resigned]_
Date: November 16, 2007

I attempted to reach MR via phone today and was told that he would be out of the
office until Tuesday, November 20", I left my name, agency, phone number, and

explained that the reason for my call was in regards to his client, [ NN Th

secretary stated that she would give the message to |IIIIIII and that he would call me
upon his return to his office.

-hicago office phone number is _

Cc Matt Hunnicutt, Office of Assistance Ministry
John O’Malley, Legal Services
James Serritella, Burke, Warren, MacKay, & Serritella
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces an amendment drafted by Victim MM to be added to the Allegation of the
Sexual Abuse of a Minor Against Rev. James Hoder, dated December 13, 2007. According to
Victim MM's revisions, Leah McCluskey, Director for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for
Child Abuse Investigations and Review, told Victim MM that she located records regarding
Victim MM's call to Tom Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago, in the 1980s.
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|'Leah McCiuskey - Information F'{eques'r' S

From: Leah McCluskey
To: Perz, Carolyn

Date: 2/4/2008 3:53:54 PM
Subject: Information Request
Hello Carolyn,

When you have the chance, could you please request the school records for_

from the following schools:

our Lady Help of Christians [ NG
st. Tarcissus [graduatedi G
Quigley North (I

I'm sorry that | don't have his actual birth date. Please let me know if you need it to request the school
records and | can try to get it through his attorney.

Thank you.

lL.eah

AOC 014957



RECEIVED FE3 25 2008

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth ! P. 0. Box 1979
Office of Assistance Ministry R Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review il 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P

VIA FACSILIMIE AND MAIL

February 6, 2008

RECEIVED
MAR © 3 2008

ARCHDIDCESE gf CHICAGY

OFRLE FER CHe B ABOse
INVESTIGATi2g g fgg\?ﬁw

Dear I

[ first want to apologize for my delay in getting this draft report to you. Ihope that this
letter finds you and your family doing well.

Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual abuse against the former
Rev. James Hoder. The report is based upon our meeting that took place on December
13, 2007. Thank you again for agreeing to travel to and meet with Mr. Matt Hunnicutt
and me.

I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy.
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of
the final report will be forwarded to you through your attorney N

in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you please return the
enclosed report with your changes by February 21, 2008. Please know that you may also
respond by February 21% with a written request for a two-week extension to review the
report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by March 6, 2008. I have noted
this time frame in light of presenting this matter to the Review Board as soon as possible
so that this matter may continue forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Director, Office for Child Abug {gations and Review

Enclosure

AOC 014958
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT €<4/

TIME : B2/06/2008 14:58
NAME © PROF RESPONSIBILITY
FAX : 312-7515279

TEL : 312-75152@6

SER. # : BROM2J864224

DATE, TIME B2/ 066 14 55 f
FAX NO. /NAME
DURATION aa #2: 51
PAGE (S) 18 ﬁ
RESULT oK
MODE STANDARD
ECM

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, lllinois 60620-1979

[312] 751-5205

[312] 751-5279, Fax

Archdiocese of Chicago f
e

12l

fident

-
—

FAX MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

e

DATE: February 6, 2008

Leah McClusk:

Message: Dear NN
The following are two draft reports concerning your client,__M

have the originals sent via mail. Please contact me at [312] 751-5205 with any
questions,

AOC 014959
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Archdiocese of Chicago
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review f ’?“ e el
Post Office Box 1979 N J n I,l
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

[312] 751-5205

[312] 751-5279, Fax

FAX MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: Leah McClusk

RE:

DATE: February 6, 2008

Messag: Deor NN
The following are two draft reports concerning your client_ﬂ

have the originals sent via mail. Please contact me at [312] 751-5205 with any
questions.

Thank you.
Leah McCluskey

Number of pages [including this cover sheet]: 18

Date and time of transmission: 3:08 PM 02/06/08
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

: ,)&,\“’

School Records Ext. 724
Sacramental Records Ext. 722
T Archlval Services Ext. 272

EG = Srmpee
FEB 6 £ 2008

February 8, 2008 | ’%H%%D ngSCEHf’J{DCH'CﬂGU
NVEﬁﬂﬁd ‘gggw

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin

Archives & Records Center

711 West Monroe

Chicago, Illinois 60661
(312) 831-0711

Fax (312) 831-0610

Protection of Children and Youth, Office for the
737 N. Michigan Ave.

Ste. 900

Chicago, IL 60611

To Whom It May Concern:
Enclosed please find the school transcript you requested for [ MMl Please review the
enclosed records for accuracy. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact

our office. The Archives & Records Center is dedicated to providing timely and accurate
information while protecting the privacy of individuals.

Sincerely,

widye

Sylvia Manzo
Records Clerk

enclosure
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth

P. O. Box 1979

Office of Assistance Ministry Chicago, Itlinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax
VIA FACSILIMIE AND MAIL
March 3, 2008

Dear [

I hope that this letter finds you and your family doing well.

Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against the former
Rev. James Hoder. The report is based upon your revisions that you returned to me. Thank you
again so much for reviewing the reports and for all of your additions and changes.

in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you please return the
enclosed report with your signature to me by March 17, 2008. I will then return a copy of the
report to you once those parties indicated on the final page of the report sign it. In the event that
I do not receive any response from you by March 17", I will use the enclosed report and continue
to proceed forward with this matter. :

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Si ly/

Office for Child Abuse Investigafions and Review

Enclosure
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the Allegation of Sexual Abuse of a Minor and summary prepared by Leah
McCluskey, Director of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and
Review, of Victim MM's statement given to Ms. McCluskey on December 13, 2007, formalizing
his allegation of abuse against Fr. James Hoder. According to Victim MM's statement, the abuse
began in 1976 when Victim MM was 17 years old. The alleged abuse began in 1976 and lasted
until about 1981 and consisted of mutual masturbation, mutual oral sex and intercourse.
According to the statement, Victim MM contacted Tom Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, to report the abuse by Hoder.

AOC 014963
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth “ P. 0. Box 1979
Office of Ass@stance MinistryA ) - Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
Office fon.' Child Abuse Investigations and Review 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax

MEMORANDUM

To: File - PFR- 16

From: Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie

Re: RESPONSE OF REV. JAMES HODER [RESIGNED] TO

ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT MADE BY
Date: March 12, 2008
Date of Conference Call:  March 12, 2008 Time of Conference Call: 1:30 pm

Participants in Conference Call
James Hoder
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney for Mr. Hoder
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Conference Call

I arrived at the Vicar for Priests’ Office just prior to 1:30 pm for the scheduled conference call
with the former Rev. James Hoder. It was understood that Mr. Hoder would be at Mr. Patrick
Reardon’s office so that both would be a part of the conference call. Mr. Reardon called the
Vicar for Priests’ Office at 1:30 pm and stated that Mr. Hoder was with him.

The call was placed on speakerphone so that Rev. Edward Grace could explain to Mr. Reardon
and Mr. Hoder that he would not be able to stay for the meeting, but that Rev. Vincent Costello
would be present in his absence.

After introductions were made, Fr. Costello invited Mr. Hoder to listen to the allegation and to
choose whether or not he wanted to make a response. Mr. Reardon then stated that he and Mr.
Hoder spoke before the conference call began and agreed that they would most likely not make
any response today.

I then proceeded to read llegation against Mr. Hoder in its entirety.

After reading the allegation, it was agreed that I would send a copy of the allegation report to Mr.
Hoder in care of Mr. Reardon.

AOC 014964
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When asked, Mr. Reardon reiterated that he and Mr. Hoder spoke before the conference call and
decided that they would not make a response to the allegation.

Fr. Costello and I again thanked Mr. Hoder and Mr. Reardon for their time.

James Hoder Date

Leah McCluskey, Director ' Date
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests Date

AOC 014965



P. O. Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

VIA FACSIMILIE AND MAIL
March 13, 2008

Mr. James Hoder

C/o Patrick Reardon

2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Dear Mr. Hoder,

Enclosed you will find a draft report of our March 12, 2008 conference call where-
I - g ation of the sexual abuse of a minor was presented to you. Thank you
again for your time on March 12",

[ ask that you review the report and make any changes and/or additions necessary to
ensure its accuracy. Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope
provided. I will then return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures
are provided, a copy of the final report will be forwarded to you through your civil
attorney Patrick Reardon.

Mr. Hoder, in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you please return the
enclosed report with your changes and/or additions by March 27, 2008. Please know that
you may also respond by March 27™ with a written request for a two-week extension to
review the report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by April 10, 2008. I
have noted this time frame in light of presenting this matter to the Review Board as soon
as possible so that this matter may continue forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205 or Rev.
Edward Grace at [312] 642-1837.

Sincegely,

Leah McCluskey

Director, Office for Child Abuse ations and Review

Enclosure
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth

Archdiocese of Chicago

Post Office Box 1979 Chicago, IL 60690-1979

AN

*

From

ANSMITT,

TAL COVER SHEET

=

Please deliver this facsimile transmission to the person indicated below.

Santa Garcia 9'6/\-
Ph. #. 312/ 751-5251 Fax #. 312/ 751-8307

Mr. Patrick Reardon

Attached please find a draft report concerning your client, Mr. James

Hoder. | will have the original sent via mail today. Please contact Leah

McCluskey at 312- 751-5205 with any questions you may have.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

IL

A
&

oy P. O. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

" " REVIEW BOARD MEETING
" .. .. Saturday, March 15,2008 .

AGENDA

Approval of Minutes - February 16, 2008
Case Reviews

Initial Review
A.

C. Inthe Matter of Rev. James Hoder (Resigned 1997) PFR-16
e Allegation made by

Review for Cause

F.
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Request for Supplementary Review

Updates

V. Other Matters

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 26, 2008

AOC 014969



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

OfTice for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office -

P.0.Box 1979
> Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general

312-751-8307, fax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board
Saturday, March 15, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Assistant Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

I Approval of Minutes — February 16, 2008
e Minutes approved

By 9:30am, there were only five members present and it was determined that
discussions of the following cases would proceed with the understanding that
there would not be a quorum and therefore, no votes could be taken on any of the
matters

Noted that the next Review Board meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 26,
2008 R

Noted that the May 2008 Review Board meeting is cancelled
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o I ! not be present at the June 14, 2008 or September 13, 2008
scheduled Review Board meetings

II. Case Reviews
Initial Review

A.

C. In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder [Resigned 1997] — PFR - 16 S
The Review Board was to conduct an Initial Review o} I 2!lcgation of
the sexual abuse of a minor by the former Rev. James Hoder. A summary of the

AOC 014971



allegation is as follows: mutual oral sex and masturbation; Fr. Hoder showed [l
I ornography.

Ms. McCluskey informed the Review Board that this allegation was initially
scheduled to be read to Mr. Hoder on March 7, 2008. She and Rev. Edward Grace,
Vicar for Priests, did speak with Mr. Hoder via phone on March 7" and explained the
process to him. Ms. McCluskey informed the Board that he was clearly upset by this
and expressed to Fr. Grace that he thought that this matter had been addressed in the
past. During the March 7™ phone conversation, Ms. McCluskey informed Mr. Hoder
that he could not be forced to have MM 21lcgation read to him, but that it was
his right to know of what he was being accused. Mr. Hoder broke down in tears on
two different occasion during the March 7" phone call and asked if the conference
call could be postponed until he had the opportunity to speak with a civil attorney.
He said that [civil attorney] Patrick Reardon worked with him when he left the
priesthood approximately 10 years ago. Mr. Hoder said that he would like to see if he

Wt into contact with Mr. Reardon and then reschedule the meeting to have-

allegation read to him.

Ms. McCluskey informed the Review Board that- allegation was read to
Mr. Hoder via phone on March 12, 2008. She then read Mr. Hoder’s response to the
Board. Ms. McCluskey informed the Board that she would schedule time to review

Mr. Hoder’s file in the Chancellor’s Office.

Fr. Smilanic informed the Board of his knowledge that Mr. Hoder currently drives
limousines at O’Hare

Due to the fact that there was not a quorum, the Board could not render a vote.
However, the members present discussed the matter and the consensus was that it
bears further investigation. The Board members present suggested that if this matter
proceeded forward, that Ms. McCluskey do the following:

Attempt to speak with the priests named by

in his allegation
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Review for Cause

F.
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III. Reguest for Supplementary Review

IV. Other Matters

Updates
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.
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TIME
NAME
FAX
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: PROF RESPONSIBILITY
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Archdiocese of Chicago

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review fh
e

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
[312] 751-5205

[312] 751-5279, Fax

TO:

FROM: Leah McCluske

FAX MEMORANDUM

RE: Hoder, Rev., ]ames_

DATE: March 25, 2008

Message- [

ONTI

v

| apologize for the difficulty in getting this report to you, | will send an original

copy in the mail to you as well, Please call me at [312] 751-5205 with any

questions.
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Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Post Office Box 1979

Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

[312] 751-5205

[312] 751-5279, Fax

Archdiocese of Chicago /(:,
4

FAX MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: Leah McCluske

RE: Hoder, Rev. ]ames_

DATE: March 25, 2008

Message:

| apologize for the difficulty in getting this report to you. | will send an original

copy in the mail to you as well. Please call me at [312] 751-5205 with any
questions.

Thank you,
Leah McCluskey

Number of pages [including this cover sheet]: 10

Date and time of transmission: ‘9:24 AM 03/25/08
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fl=ah McCluskey - Fwd: Request for Information Page 1}

From: Leah McCluskey

To: harvey@hillardheintze.com; Molloy, Jim
Date: 3/31/2008 11:07:57 AM

Subject: Fwd: Request for information

Jim and/or Harvey,

Could one of you please forward this e-mail to Rich Lapinski? He called this morning and | tried to copy
him on the e-mail that he gave to me (| bt must have written it down incorrectly.

Thank you.
Leah

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW

Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900

Chicago, lllinois 60611 i

Office: [312] 751-5205

Fax: [312] 751-5279

Imecluskey@archchicago.org
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v Leah McCluskey - Request for Information Page 1]

From: Leah McCluskey

To: Treanor, John

Date: 3/31/2008 11:04:19 AM
Subject: Request for information
Hello Jac,

Patty and | are now working in our office with a professional investigation firm by the name of Hillard
Heintze on the matters that we receive in our office re: alleged sexual abuse of children by
clerics/lay/volunteers/religious.

Rick Lapinski, whom I've copied on this e-mail, is one of the investigators with Hillard Heintze.

Rich is working on a matter where we are trying to establish if a particular studen-l was
working at Holy Name Cathedral in the 1970s. As per Rich, he spoke with someone at Holy Name who
informed him that they only have records there dating back to 1990.

Would there be any such records in the Archives from Holy Name? Rich also asked if possibly there
would have been some sort of records at Quigley noting if any students worked at Holy Name during the
aforementioned time period.

Any information that you would have, or a different direction to try would be great.
Thanks Jac.

Leah

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW

Director, Office for Child Abuse investigations and Review

737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900

Chicago, lllinois 60611

Office: [312] 751-56205

Fax: [312] 751-56279
Imcciuskey@archchicago.org

ccC: rhi4555@wowway.com
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth _ P.0.Box 1979
E)tﬁce' ofeAss‘i’sl.ance Ministry Q ‘ Chicago, INlinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 1, 312-751-5254, generel
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board Conference Call
Thursday, April 3,2008 1:15 pm to 1:45 pm

MINUTES

Review Board Member Participants in Conference Call:

Review Board Members Unable to Participate in Conference Call:

Non-member Participants in Conference Call: @

Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

e H-xpiained the purpose of the April 3, 2008 Conference Call; noted that
there were three lay members and three clergy members at the beginning of the
call and therefore as per policy, clerics may not carry a motion

e [ xplained that there was not a quorum at the March 15, 2008 Review
Board meeting; stated that the Board members present that day in addition to
himself were

o Nt ated that those members present at the March 15 meeting discussed
the matters on the [March 15, 2008] Agenda without taking any votes; discussion
recorded and reflected in March 15, 2008 Meeting Minutes; agreed that an
attempt would be made to schedule a Conference Call to discuss the Initial
Review matters prior to the next Review Board meeting scheduled for April 26,
2008

o s atcd that the Initial Review and Re%uest for Supplementary Review
matters would be discussed during the April 3" Conference Call; noted that the
Review for Cause matters would be discussed at the scheduled April 26th meeting

o I rciterated that there was no vote taken on any of the matters discussed at
the March 15" meeting, but that consensus recommendations were made to be
shared with the entire Review Board

e At this point during the April 3" meeting, ININM joined the Conference
Call; NN provided [ vith the aforementioned update
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Case Reviews
Initial Review

A.
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C. In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder [Resigned 1997| — PFR - 16
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of allegation of the

sexual abuse of a minor by the former Rev. James Hoder. A summary of the
allegation is as follows: mutual oral sex and masturbation; Fr. Hoder showed il

I 0nography .

Ms. McCluskey provided the Review Board with a verbal update of the review done
of Fr. Hoder’s file in the Vicar for Priests’ Office.

i _had signed his statement [report of his allegation
against Fr. Hoder]. Ms. McCluskey explained that mistakes had been made in
sending the final report to via his civil attorney for his review and
signature [the draft report was sent on two occasions instead of the final report with
I changes). As per Ms. McCluskey, the correct report was sent to [
I via bis attorney the week prior.

The Board members were asked if anyone had any additional requests for information
to be added to those suggested by the members present at the March 15" meeting. No
one had any additional requests.

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this
matter warrants additional investigation.
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Review for Cause
F-
1I. Request for Supplementary Review
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.
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RECEIVED

APR 9 -~ 2008
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO LS O CHLACD
HYESHEATONSANI-REHEW
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth B P. O. Box 1979

Office of Assistance Ministry ) Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review | 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax

April 4, 2008

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

155 E. Superior Street

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met via conference call on April 3,
2008 and conducted an Initial Review of [N allegation of sexual misconduct
against the former Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process
for Continuation of Ministry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of
Chicago.

The Board made the determination that in light of the information presented, this matter
warrants additional investigation. The additional information obtained will be presented
to-ttie Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for
Cause. '

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Sincerely,

eah McCluskey '& ﬁ
bus tigations and Review

Director, Office for Child A
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth ( P. O. Box 1979
Office of Assistance Ministry Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office - 312-751-8307, fax

April 16, 2008

Mr. James Hoder

C/o Patrick Reardon

2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Dear Mr. Hoder,

Please be advised that the Independent Review Board met on April 3, 2008 and
conducted an Initial Review ofjj ] 21legation of sexual misconduct against you
pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Meaning, the Board
determined that based upon the information presented for their review, there is cause to
continue to investigate this matter. Further, if you have any additional information at this
time you wish to share and have presented to the Board, please forward it to my attention.
Any additional information obtained and/or received will be presented to the Board at a
Review for Cause of this matter. :

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests continues
to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 642-1837.

Leah McCluskey

Director, Office for Child Abuse, gations and Review

\/ Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

&

- P.O.Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

April 16,2008

Dear [N

Please be advised that the Independent Review Board met on April 3, 2008 and
conducted an Initial Review of your allegation of sexual misconduct against the former
Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Meaning, the Board
determined that based upon the information presented for their review, there is cause to
continue to investigate this matter. Further, if you have any additional information at this
time you wish to share and have presented to the Board, please forward it to my attention.
Any additional information obtained and/or received will be presented to the Board at a
Review for Cause of this matter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the staff of the Office of Assistance Ministry
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 751-8267.

Sincerely,

pec: Joha O'MaU@T
Jomes S@,\\r‘({”ﬁ/“k
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

/T\ P. O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

MEMORANDUM

To: / Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop’s Delegate to the Review Board
Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Ministry

From: Santa Garcia, Secretary 5@;
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Re: [PFR-16] HODER, REV. JAMES (RESIGNED) [ NNEGTNNEGEGNE
Date: April 21, 2008

Enclosed please find a copy of the signed report of allegation of sexual abuse
against [PFR-16] Hoder, Rev. James [Resigned)/ | for vour files.

Call Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205 with any questions you may have. Thank
you.

Enclosure
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RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth P P. 0. Box 1979
Office of Assistance Ministry ?' 3 Chicago, llinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse [nvestigations and Review 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office : 312-751-8307, fax

EFILE copy

April 21, 2008

Dear R,

Enclosed you will find a signed report of your allegation of sexual abuse against Rev.
James Hoder [Resigned] for your file. If you have any questions, please contact Leah
McCluskey at (312) 751-5205.

Sincerely,

é.e.,:i::_ G(-wvu—*-—
Santa Garcia

Secretary

Enclosure

fogs Jehn O' Hatley
Jumes  Seceitell o
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office of the Archbishop ' 155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

April 24, 2008

Ms. Leah McCluskey

Office of Child Abuse Investigation and Review
P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, IL 60690-1979

Dear Ms. McCluskey,

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of April 4, 2008, regarding the matter of James Hoder who was ordained a priest for the
Archdiocese of Chicago but who resigned from priestly ministry many years ago, and the
allegation made by |IEEEEE. following the Initial Review conducted by the Review Board
on April 3, 2008.

In light of the Board’s consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board’s determination, and believe that the information suggests further investigation into
whether James Hoder engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor.

With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against James Hoder. The terms of this
investigation are spelled out in the decree.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

£c&. Sincerely yours in Christ,

/ ~ ‘ M
—P y. M./Q/
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago

Reo, Retiad dowctes

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc: Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial Vicar/Vicar for Canonical Services
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 014991



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office of the Archbishop y 155 E. Superior St.
Y Chicago, Iltinois 60611

DECREE

Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Review Board that information at
least seems to be true that James Hoder engaged in sexual misconduct with || . -
minor at the time of the alleged incident, I have concluded that this constitutes information which
“at least seems to be true” (c. 1717) and warrants further investigation.

Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to James Hoder.

Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms.
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717.
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and
from any witnesses (cc. 1530 — 1538 and 1547 — 1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc. |
1540 — 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574 — 1581), and to
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation.

In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does
nothing to harm James Hoder’s name or to violate his right to protect his privacy.

After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and oral report to

the Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days from the date of this appointment. This

report is to address the facts, circumstances, and imputability concerning the alleged offense.

This report is to be sent to me, along with the advice of the Review Board.

Given on April 24, 2008, at Chicago, Illinois.
/{/ [ w {

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary
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/ MAY 9 §: 2008
b o DIQCESE OF CHICAGD
‘; '5! | Ach:cchmmAaus& ,
iy ' ' INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

ORAFT

MEMORANDUM
To: File—-PFR - 16
From: Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Re: Hoder, Rev. James [Resigned]
Date: April 30, 2008

As a result of the allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor made by

against the former Rev. James Hoder, I conducted a review of the cleric’s Vicar for
Priests file. The following is a summary of the file review completed on April 1, 2008.
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8/23/90: Memorandum to file from Fr. Raymond Goedert; report made back to Cardinal
Bernardin that as per a local alderman, some sort of investigation was going on and it
involved Fr. Hoder and drugs

8/27/90: Memorandum to file from Fr. Goedert; report of State’s Attbrney’s investigation
concerning Fr. Hoder, that he was trying to buy drugs from someone who is an
undercover agent

12/17/90; - letters in file noting that an investigator used by the Vicar for Priests’
office did not uncover any information about Fr. Hoder and a question of him being
under surveillance by the police

2/15/91: notation in file that Fr. Hoder’s sabbatical had ended and he was helping out at
St. David’s

8/23/91: Fr. Hoder was appointed associate pastor to Rev. Casmir Szatkowski at St.
Joseph [on Hermitage]

11/14/91: letter from Cardinal Bernardin to Fr. Hoder; Fr. Hoder on administrative leave;

1/12/92: Individual Specific Protocol [ISP] for Fr. Hoder [see attached]

3/3/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O’Malley; brought to his attention that Fr. Hoder
was paid with two checks for three months and did not say anything [received a check
from his pastor and from the Vicar for Priests’ Office]

3/6/92: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached]

4/29/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O’Malley; noted that he met with Fr. Hoder on
4/28 and talked about his future in ministry; determined that Fr, Hoder was allowed to
help out at St. Michael the Archangel under pastor Jack Tilford; Fr. Hoder’s assignment
would be reviewed at the end of 8/92
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5/5/92: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached]

5/14/92: letter from Fr. O’Malley to Fr. Hoder; Fr. Hoder was to help out at St. Michael’s
under Fr. Tilford but will not reside there or stay overnight

6/14/92: letter from Fr. O’Malley to Fr. Tilford; stated that Fr. Hoder was not able to help
anymore on the weekends; “...with the new instructions from the Cardinal’s
Commission, we have to take another look at how we will restore priests to ministry after
allegations of misconduct.”

6/24/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O’Malley; spoke with Fr. Jim Ray at Catholic¢
Charities about Fr. Hoder working part-time chaplaincy at University of Illinois Hospitals

7/6/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O’Malley [see attached]

7/15/92: Memorandum from Bishop Edwin Conway at Catholic Charities regarding Fr.
Hoder; his understanding that Fr. Hoder would begin on 8/1/92 limited chaplaincy at the
Illinois University Hospital Center

8/1/92: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached]

10/8/92: letter from Fr. [Tom] Paprocki to Fr. Hoder; referred to celebret card and that Fr.
Hoder was only permitted to celebrate mass/other religious service publicly once
approved by the Vicar for Priests and may continue his work at UIC; administrative leave
indicated in Cardinal Bernardin’s 11/14/91 letter still in effect; Fr. Hoder still bound by

- his ISP and “Residence Protocol”

11/25/92: letter from Fr. Paprocki to Fr. Hoder; Fr. Hoder was placed on administrative
leave from all ministry and was to return his celebret card

12/1/92: noted that Rev. Patrick Lagges was acting as Fr. Hoder’s [canonical] advocate
12/2/92: handwritten letter from Fr. Hoder to Fr. O’Malley [see attached]

12/9/92: letter from Fr. Hoder to Fr. Paprocki [see attached]
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12/16/92: letter from Fr. Paprocki to Fr. Hoder; response to Fr. Hoder’s 12/9/92 letter
[see attached]

12/17/92: letter from Fr. Hoder to Cardinal Bernardin concerning his correspondence
with Fr. Paprocki; “I am hereby petitioning for hierarchical recourse against a decree
issued on Nov. 25, 1992 by Rev. T J. Paprocki.”

12/30/92: letter from Cardinal Bernardin to Fr. Hoder; response to Fr. Hoder’s 12/17/92
letter included, “In accord with this declaration, you are forbidden to engage in any
ministerial activity related to the exercise of holy orders.”

1/21/93: letter to Fr. O’Malley from civil attorney Brent D. Stratton of Tuite, Stratton, &
Menaker noting their being retained by Fr, Hoder as a result of the allegation against him
reported to the Archdiocese of Chicago in November 1992; noted they had advised Fr.
Hoder not to respond to the allegation

2/2/93: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached]

3/29/93: Memorandum to file from Fr. O’Malley; included, “I met with James Hoder
today to talk about his situation regarding the Fitness Review Board and a possible
request for re-entry into some partial ministry in the future.”

2/19/94: Memorandum from Fr. O’Malley to Fr. Paprocki; noted that Cardinal Bemardin,
. Fr. Canary, and Fr. O’Malley met with Fr. Hoder on 2/18/94; Cardinal Bernardin told Fr.
Hoder his “presumption” was that he would not be coming back into active ministry

3/5/94: letter from Fr. O’Malley to Fr. Hoder, sent to him at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat
House; informed Fr. Hoder that the Advisory Board and the Cardinal agreed that his
request to be removed from the prohibitions of Canon 1044 was appropriate to bring
before the Professional Fitness Review Board

5/5/94: Memorandum from Fr. O’Malley to Cardinal Bernardin; Fr. O’Malley and Fr.

Canary met with Fr. Hoder and Fr. Lagges; informed Fr. Hoder of the Advisory Board’s
recommendations, which included that he would remain under Canon 1044 and that the

e

6/7/94: Memorandum from Fr. O’Malley to Cardinal Bernardin; Fr. Hoder would be
. |
moving] i

9/6/94: Memorandum to file from Fr. Canary [see attached]

No date: Fr. Hoder’s resume [see attached]
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10/19/94: Memorandum to file from Fr. O’Malley,

Fr. O’Malley spoke with Fr. Hoder and told him that upon his return to Chicago, “...his
[Fr. Hoder’s] options are limited. He will be asked to submit his resignation and a
package will be prepared.”

2/27/95: letter from Vicar for Priests to Fr. Hoder [see attached]

4/17/96: letter from Fr. Hoder to Cardinal Bernardin asking him to “...reconsider and to
remove the canonical penaltv that you placed on me in December 1992.”

5/24/97: Fr. Hoder’s resignation from the priesthood is effective
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Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Review Board
Saturday, May 31, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

MINUTE

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Present Via Phone:

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members Present:

Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board

e The meeting began with Fr. Smilanic providing the Review Board with a verbal update of
his recent trip to Rome representing the Canon Law Society; Fr. Smilanic stated that
while at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith [CDF], the following two main
points were made:

o The importance of the work of Review Boards

o The importance of determinations of Review Boards, such as decisions that are
made [by the Cardinal] based upon the Board’s Review for Cause determinations;
once a decision on a matter is made, it enables the CDF to go forward [Fr.
Smilanic provided the example of current petitions for laicizations before the
CDF]
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Approval of Minutes — April 26, 2008
e Minutes approved

Case Reviews
Initial Review
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Review for Cause
C.
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In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder [Resigned 1997] — PFR - 16

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause of ||| | | 211 cgation of the

sexual abuse of a minor by the former Rev. James Hoder. A summary of the
llegation is as follows: mutual oral sex and masturbation; Fr. Hoder showed

a
ﬁ pornography.

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is
reason to suspect that the accused has engaged in sexual abuse of a minor.
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, June 28, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

10
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

A\

% ~ P.0O.Box1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general

312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

June 3, 2008
RECEIVED
f
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.L JUN 0 5 20330
. X | ICAG
Archbishop of Chicago : ASFCFTESJFCDE:E :lful;ila e
155 E. Superior Street INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 31, 2008 and
conducted a Review for Cause of || 2llcgation of sexual misconduct against
the former Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

The Board made the determination that in light of the information present i

reason to suspect that the accused has engaged in sexual abuse of a minor

C_____—__———_\
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Sincerely,

Leah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office of the Archbishop 4 155 E. Superior St.
y Chicago, Illinois 60611

June 24, 2008

Ms. Leah McCluskey

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, IL 60690-1979

Dear Ms. McCluskey,

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of June 4, 2008 in response
to your letter of June 3, 2008, regarding the matter of Reverend James Hoder, a priest ordained
for the Archdiocese of Chicago who resigned from priestly ministry a number of years ago, and
the allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by |  QJEE This matter
was discussed in a Review for Cause by the independent Review Board at their meeting of May
31, 2008.

In accepting the Review Board’s determination that there is reason to suspect Sean
Stevens was sexually abused by James Hoder, I have decided that the matter requires a further
penal process. Since this is a matter which must be referred to the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, I will refer the matter to that Congregation and ask for their guidance. ‘

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

L. Car I

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. |
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc: Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial Vicar/Vicar for Canonical Services
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

June 26, 2008 | gFM@’ Copy

Mr. James Hoder

C/o Patrick Reardon

2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Dear Mr. Hoder,

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 31, 2008 and
conducted a Review for Cause of Il allegation of sexual misconduct against
you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.

At a Review for Cause the Review Board determines, based on the information that has
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that
the accused priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor.

In the Review for Cause of this matter on May 31*, the Board determined that there is
reason to suspect that you did sexually abuse |||} BBl C2rdinal George has
accepted the Board’s determination.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 867-8793. Also, please know that your Vicar for Priests Rev. Edward Grace
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 642-1837.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth . P. 0. Box 1979
Office of Assistance Ministry g Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 312-751-5254, general
Safe Environment Office 312-751-8307, fax

June 26, 2008

Cop 2

Dear I

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 31, 2008 and
conducted a Review for Cause of your allegation of sexual misconduct against the former
Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation
of Ministry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

At a Review for Cause the Review Board determines, based on the information that has
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that
the accused priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor.

In the Review for Cause of this matter on May 31%, the Board determined that there is
reason to suspect that you were sexually abused by the former Fr. Hoder. Cardinal
George has accepted the Board’s determination.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 867-8793. Also, please know that the staff of the Office of Assistance Ministry
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 751-8267.

Sincerely, -

Director, Office for Child AbusefInvestigations and Review

Cc Matt Hunnicutt, Office of Assistance Ministry
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces email correspondence between Mayra Flores, Assistant Director of the
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Assistance Ministry, and Victim MM dated May 7, 2009. In
the email, Victim MM stated that the process that the Archdiocese has organized to deal with
allegations of sexual abuse helped Victim MM heal.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
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Office of Canonical Services
835 N Rush Street
Chicago IL 60611-2030

PO Box 1979
Chicago IL. 60690-1979
FAX. (312)534-8314

V Rev Daniel A Smilanic JCD
Vicar for Canonical Services email dsmilanic/@archchicago org
(312) 534-8206

December 18, 2009

Mr. James A. Hoder

Dear Mr. Hoder,

Re: James A. Hoder, prot. n. 290/2009

We have received from the Congregation For the Doctrine of the Faith the documentation of your return to
the lay state, that is, your dismissal from the clerical state. The decree of laicization is effective from the
moment of your reception of this letter.

Enclosed please find a photocopy of the original document in Latin and an unofficial translation. The
decree provides you the opportunity to attest by your signature that you have received it. 1 ask you to call
me to schedule an appointment to read the decree and sign it. This appointment, which should take no more
than thirty minutes, can be scheduled at an ecclesiastical location that is convenient for you. The
appointment can be scheduled at a time that is opportune for you. If you fail to schedule an appointment, we
will document that fact and the completed paperwork will be forwarded to the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, as well as filed in our Chancery. Your failure to sign the decree does not change the effects of
it; you are dismissed from the clerical state and dispensed from all the obligations of the clerical state,
including celibacy.

Just as notification of your promise of celibacy, your ordination to the deaconate and your ordination to the
priesthood was sent to the church of your baptism for recording in the entry that records your baptism, so
also will a notification of your return to the lay state be sent there for recording. Furthermore, the current
pastor is instructed that whenever a certificate attesting to your baptism is issued, there is not to be any
mention of your ordinations and the promise of celibacy. He is instructed to refer any inquiries about your
return to the lay state to the Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

| would draw your attention to the precepts outlined in paragraph S that note, among other things, that the
dismissed priest automatically loses all the rights proper to the clerical state and is not longer bound by the
obligations connected with the clerical state. The precepts also state clearly that you are excluded from the
exercise of the sacred ministry, and that you cannot hold any position in the administration of a parish or that
has pastoral responsibility. Also, you are not allowed to teach religion or theology, other than with the
permission of the Chancery and in a very limited manner.

If 1 do not hear from you by three weeks from the date of this letter, that is January 8, 2010, | will presume
that you have decided not to schedule an appointment and not to sign the attestation that you have received

the decree. It would be helpful if you decide not to sign the attestation, that you send me a short note to that
effect.

Please call me at my office, which is (312) 534-8206.
Sincerely yours,

V. Rev. Daniel A. Smi
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